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i ARCHITECTURE ” AND “THE BRITISH ARCHITECT” ? 


No. 5433 


= EDUCATIONAL BUILDINGS: A GREAT PROGRAMME 


HE Ministry of Education has just issued instruc- 

tions* to local education authorities in England and 
Wales, directing them to prepare, within one year, complete 
schemes of further education providing for the educa- 
tional and leisure-time needs of all who have left school ; 
together with plans for county colleges for the 
compulsory part-time education of young people up to 
the age of 18, Simultaneously, the Ministry has 
published a voluminous “ pamphlet ’f of 200 packed 
pages, entitled ‘“ Further Education,” elaborating its 
views in considerable detail. The wide field of ‘‘ Furthér 
Education” includes not only county and technical 
colleges, art schools and adult classes but also youth 
and community centres, and village halls. The Govern- 
ment output of printed matter is so prodigal at present 
that these new publications may escape our readers’ 


notice, but their significance for all engaged in building 


is so great that we draw attention to them here. 

Quite apart from their direct interest for every parent 
and to every employer of labour in the country (because 
every young person between the ages of 15 and 18 will 
have to attend some sort of school or college in the 
day-time), the new proposals involve an enormous 
amount of planning for architects and a huge amount of 
subsequent work for builders, all at a time when the 
capacity of the industry is admittedly strained to the 
limit, One wonders when and how this vast programme, 
comprising many hundreds of expensive new colleges, 
is to be achieved, or even begun. The proposals may be 
summarised, for our purpose here, under two heads : 
the educational objects, scope and implications of the 
scheme (with particular reference to the training of 
young people engaged in architecture and building) ; 
and the demands that it entails in the way of new or 
improved premises. There is nothing new in the 
requirement that all young people between 15 and 18 
shall receive continued education : that was all provided 
in the Education Act of 1944, and explained in a previous 
pamphlet entitled “ Youth’s Opportunity,” issued in 
1945, What is still uncertain is the exact date when 
the requirement will become obligatory, and that 
depends mainly upon the provision of new premises ; 
thus bringiig us back again to the building industry, 
which seems to hold all the cards—except the trumps 
(in the hands of the miners), Where the new documents 
shed fresh light is in their rather verbose exposition of 
the relation hetween the county colleges and the 
“colleges of Further Education.” The ‘“ pamphlet ” 
contains a comparatively clear statement (on p. 80) 
that rural areas with a population less than 10,000 will 
have a small residential college, urban areas of 10,000- 
25,000 will have a “small local college of Further 
Education, including a county college,” and those of 
25,000 to 50,000 the same, only more so. Areas of 
50,000 to 100,000 will have a “ central college for Further 
Education,” plus two or more local or county colleges ; 
and so on up the scale. Considering the lavish standards 


* Ministry of Education : Circular 133 : Schemes of Further Education and 





Plans for County Colleges. 
t Ministry of Education : Pamphlet No. 8, Further Education, H.M. Station- 
ery Office, 2s. net. 


of accommodation and playing-fields now expected by 
the Ministry, our readers will have no difficulty in 
envisaging the total magnitude of the scheme. 

In the numerous appendices forming more than half the 
bulk of the pamphlet there are sections dealing specific- 
ally with training for architecture and building. The 
former is a stfaightforward and accurate account of the 
existing system of training, with no changes proposed. 
The latter stresses the need for the provision of four-year 
(part-time) courses in all the principal building crafts, 
as well as National Certificate courses, and the doubling 
of the intake into secondary technical schools of building ; 
with a consequent need for increased agcommodation, 
especially workshops. There is nothing unexpected or 
novel in this, or in the proposal that technical teachers 
should receive a short course of pedagogical training. 
The pamphlet does not tell the builder whether his 
young employees will devote most oftheir time, on the 
days when he has to release them, to vocational studies 
or not; that is a matter to be determined locally between 
employers and education authorities in due course. 

Coming now to the problem of ‘accommodation, so 
vital to the whole success of the scheme, we find entirely 
worthy sentiments expressed on the need for good 
design in new buildings: “ This is the time to plan 
boldly and comprehensively ” . . . “ Above all, let us 
build as beautifully as we can.” The dreary, dismal 
atmosphere of the so-called “ night school,” held in some 
sub-standard elementary school with inefficient lighting 
and a complete absence of social amenities, is still 
deplorably common; but, under the “New Order,” 
evening classes (attended by a million and a quarter 
students in 1938) will give place to day-attendance in 
modern buildings, with incalculable benefit to all con- 
cerned. Only a page and a half of the whole report 
is devoted to the planning of the new buildings, and the 
hints given are fairly obvious, but an appendix contains 
a few notes on heating and lighting ; also the following 
useful table of areas in square feet per student-place for 
various rooms: halls 8 to 10, classrooms 20 to 25, 
drawing offices 30 to 35, laboratories 35 to 40, workshops 
50 to 60 or more, refectories and kitchens 7 to 9, etc. 

Nevertheless, this lengthy “ pamphlet,” useful as it is 
in some ways, provides very little information directly 
helpful to the planner or the builder. On the other 
hand, ‘Circular 133 sets a formidable problem for the 
overworked education officers of local authorities and 
their architects to solve in the short period of 12 months. 
It also raises the inevitable question : where does all this 
colossal expenditure figure in the priority queue? Is 
the first county college to wait its turn until the last 
“ black-list ’’ primary school has been replaced ? How 
and when are the relative claims of housing, educational 
and industrial building to be reconciled, to say nothing of 
private-enterprise projects? The building industry, 
apart from the obvious benefits that will accrue to it 
from such a huge programme, is itself concerned in the 
training of its young employees, and thus must frankly 
face the challenge offered to it to ensure the success of 
this most ambitious scheme. 
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NOTES AND NEWS 


A.A. Centenary. : 

Mr. Howarp Rosertson, F.R.1.B.A., 
S.A.D.G., Honorary Associate of the 
American Institute of Architects, has 
been nominated President for the Archi- 
tectural Association’s Centenary year, 
starting on June 1, 

Howard Robertson enjoys an architec- 
tural reputation which is international. 
He has just been appointed on to the 
Commissicn which will advise on the 
building of the new U.N.O. headquarters 
in New York City, and .has recently: re- 
turned from America. With his partners 
he has been responsible for a large num- 
ber of notable buildings: he gave much 
of his personal energy to ‘the British 
Pavilions for the International Exhibi- 
tions at Brussels and Johannesburg and 
the New York World Fair. He is also 
well known for his lecturing and broad- 
casting on architectural subjects. His 
architectural work, geniality and the 
stimulating quality of his public speaking 
make him a happy choice to open the 
batting in the A.A.’s second century. 


Holiday Camps. 

THE RISE IN POPULARITY of communa’ 
holiday-making in England has_ been 
meteoric, and with this rise a new form 
of architectural problem has axisen—the 
problem of how to cater for a transient 
population, and the provision of  self- 
contained amusements and diversions to 
suit that population, for the majority 

robably have little desire to leave the 
fianite of the camp. Many people may 
consider that this is no way to spend a 
holiday, but the problem has arisen and 
has to be grappled with. 

The ‘‘ holiday atmosphere ’’ in the past 
has sometimes been interpreted in terms of 
@ very odd mixture of bogus half timber 
work and crude concrete buildings; any 
attempt at working to a unit has been 
avoided, possibly on the grounds that the 
various buildings in the camp should be 
individualistic. It is here that the recent 
Holiday Camp Competition proved its 
worth by showing that standardised plan- 
ning could form an attractive background 
to the holiday mood, such things as siting 
of buildings, and making the best use of 
trees and landscape generally being 
infinitely more important than providing 
a hotchpotch of so-called individualistic 
buildings. 

Holiday camps have magnificent scope 
for design, for, here is town planning in 
miniature without so-many of the accoutre- 
ments which make large-scale planning so 
diverse; they offer opportunity, in fact, 
for planning in a slightly whimsical mood, 
and within set limits the results could 
please most critics. 

The chief fault to avoid is to make the 
camps too large; in this way road systems 
have to be used, and-the only difference 
between a large camp and an ordinary 
living-centre is the camp _ boundary. 
Living for a fortnight in such a place can 
become tedious, as the necessary restric- 
tions can, in such a big place, soon become 
petty annoyances. However, for better 
or worse, the holiday camp is very much 
with us, and architects should be able to 
show the way to better and more logical 
design. 


French Tapestry. 

THe Frencn TarestRy ExuIBirion at 
the Victoria and Albert Museum should 
be visited at all costs, for it not only 
provides an enchanting scene of colour 
but also has great architectural value 
from the historical point of view. 
The tapestries shown range in date from 
the 14th century to the present day, and 
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some of the best work in the exhibition is 
that of the Middle Ages (15th and early 16th 
centuries). It will give some idea of the 
scale of the exhibits when we say that 
there are six hangings from Angers Cathe- 
dral depicting the Apocalypse, and each is 
80 ft. long by 17 ft. high. 
. The work of the present-day designers 
. is disappointing. The quality of the old 
masters is lacking, and (with the exception 
of Jean Lurcat) is garish and lacking in 
the true feeling for the craft. The case of 
Lurgat is interesting. Trained as an artist. 
he made a considerable reputation for him- 
self as a painter. Since 1917 he has been 
experimenting in designs for embroidered 
canvases, and in 1937 he moved to 
Aubusson, and he has been very largely 
responsible for the revival of tapestry 
weaving in France. . 


All who know Aubusson tapestry and 
» the little town of Aubusson on the river 


MEMORIAL TABLET, CODICOTE CHURCH, HITCHIN. This Memorial 
Tablet to the late Captain Everard R. Martin Smith, in Codicote Church, Hitchin, 
Herts, is carried out in Ancaster stone, the inscription panel and the frieze over this 


central feature being in dark Hopton Wood stone. 


The total height from bottom 


of the “‘ apron ”’ to the top of the pediment (excluding the portion of the coat-of-arms 


which prom 
and gilt. 


leek), the late Captain Martin Smith’s regiment. 
on which the gilt “ leek *’ is carved are painted light blue. 


s above the pediment) is 4 ft. 3 in. The surmounting cartouche is painted 
The cartouche on the apron carries the emblem of the Welsh Guards (the 


The in¢ised tettering and the field 
The tablet was designed 


by Mr. Trenwith Wills, F.R.I.B.A., and the modelling and carving of the ornament 
and the carrying out of the complete job was by Mr. Esmond Burton, 
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Creuze will find this interesting news, for 
this little medieval town has been the 
home of French tapestry since the 14th 
century, especially of the smaller verdure 
pieces which, usually without human 
figures, are covered with leaf patterns. 
And now Jean Lurgat is at Aubusson, 
strictly adhering to the time-honoured 
technique, using vegetable-dyed, hand-spun 
wool woven on the centuries-old low warp 
looms. 

For our own part, we would like to see 
more tapestry used in modern interior 
design. Its warmth and colour are attrac- 
tive, and as a decorative motif it has no 
equal, for it at once strikes a note of fine 
craftsmanship and quality. 


The National Trust. . 

THe news that Lord Sackville has 
presented ‘‘ Knole”’ to the nation means 
that there has been added one more famous 
architectural piece to the already imposing 
list guarded over by the National Trust. 
Any nation with pretensions to culture 
obviously must have such an organisation 
as the National Trust to protect its ancient 
and valuable land and buildi against 
vandalism. We only wish that its powers 
for good had been more widespread, and 
that in the last 50 years more land could 
have come under its jurisdiction. 


How Not to Get a House! 

AN ALARM BELL has been installed in the 
inquiry office of the Doncaster Corporation 
Housing Department. When, as occa- 
sionally happens, an applicant for a house 
becomes abusive and threatens the girl 
clerk, a touch of the bell will bring male 
clerks from another room to her assistance. 
—From the Manchester Guardian. 


Set-Designer into Architect. 

AN ARCHITECT just out of the Services 
who spent the years before the war in 
film-set designing tells us that, having 
decided that he wants to be a real archi- 
tect and not just a set-designer, he is find- 
ing the task of thinking in three dimensions 
very difficult to master. We can sym- 
pathise with him in his plight; film 
architecture is such a special technique 
that, with the aid of camera tricks and 
false perspective, almost anything can be 
achieved, and anyone who has spent any 
considerable time in this work finds the 
hard facts of construction and use of real 
materials difficult to assimilate. This is 
not to say that once a film architect 
always a film architect, but young people 
who intend eventually to build should 
think twice before taking on a film job, 
however attractive the salary, unless they 
are quite convinced they wish to make 
it their career. 


Wood. ; 

‘‘In Great Britain the abundance of 
coal renders us independent of wood as 
fuel, and our: geographical position so 
facilitates the importation of timber that 
we have, to a great extent, neglected our 
woodlands as a source of profit, while our 
mild insular climate has enabled us to 
overlook the hygienic importance of 
forests.’’ This is not a satirical comment 
upon the fuel situation, but an extract 
from ‘‘ Wood,’ an excellent book by 
G. S. Boulger, published in 1908. Ob- 
viously, by the tone of this extract, the 
Edwardians were a good deal better off 
than we are to-day, and although from that 
distance it would have been well-nigh im- 
possible to foresee the present state of 
affairs, it does seem a thousand pities that 
we have always treated our own timber 
resources with scant notice. 

Timber for fuel and timber for building ; 
these two commodities could by now have 
been in abundant supply if planting had 


THE BUILDER 















MR. HOWARD ROBERTSON, 
S.A.D.G., F.R.I.B.A., nominated cen- 
tenary-year President of the A.A. 


been achieved at the right time. Will 
these fundamental materials ever be com- 
pletely superseded? The _far-seeing 
““ scientific boys ’’ were never more sure 
that they will be, and talk with great 
enthusiasm about district heating and the 
omission of all fireplaces and chimney 
stacks to houses. District heating may 
or may not be an excellent idea, but the 
world being what it is, and politics what 
they are, complete reliance upon a fairly 
distant source of supply for anything 
could be a rather chancy thing. 


More Furnishing To-day. 

FurNIsHING to-day is a headache for 
most people. The necessity to part with 
treasured coupons for fabrics and the 
dearth of suitable timber has tended to 
discourage even the stoutest heart. Mr. 
Peter Luling, the manager of the Furnish- 
ing Studio, at 28-30, Grosvenor-gardens, 
S.W.1, shows the way to overcome the diffi- 
culties, however. His recent exhibition, 
‘* More Furnishing To-day,’’ is a triumph 
in skill and enterprise. Surplus Govern- 
ment stores, mainly 6-ft. barrack-room 
tables and double-tier bunks, provide the 
‘‘raw’”’ materials, and one sees some 
astonishing transformations. A superb 
refectory table with all-wooden chairs to 
match is the highlight of an inspiring dis- 
play. It is difficult to appreciate, too, that 
a single bed of modern design is executed 
almost entirely from the self-same com- 
ponents that went to make up the austerity 
sleeping bunks of war-time England. 

Judicious application of linseed oil to 
ordinary cartridge paper produces an 
admirable material for lampshades, and 
ingeniously designed kitchen stools and foot- 
rests make an interesting display on their 
own. The careful employment of colour 


COMING EVENTS 


Wednesday, April 9. 

Lonpox Master Buiipers’ Association (Central 
Area No. 1). 56th ordinary general meeting and 
luncheon. Mr. E. J. Smith, F.1.0.B., Presi- 
dent, N.F.B.T.E., guest of honour. Derry & 
Toms’ Restaurant, W.8. 1 p.m. 

Thursday, April 10. 
CountRY PLANNING _ ASSOCIATION. 





TowN AND I 
Greater’ London Conference on “ The Applica- 
tions of the Abercrombie London Plans and the 
Clement Davies Report.” Conway Hall, 
Lion-square, W.C.1. (Continuing on April 11.) 

AucTIONEERS’ AND Estate AGENTS’ INSTITUTE. 
Lecture by Mr. H. Mordaunt Rogers, Past- 
President. on “Tha Making of a Connoisseur : 
Part 20—The End of the Journey.” 29, Lincoln’s 
Inn-fields, W.C.2. 6 p.m. 

Saturday, April 12. 

EcciestoocicaL Society. Visit to Morden Col- 
lege, Blackheath, and St. German’s Church, 
St. German’s-place, Blackheath. Meet at College 
entrance. 3 p.m. 
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is demonstrated in-a series of cleverly con- 
structed models of rooms designed by 
Charles Kendrick and executed by Gordon 
Puttock. There is nothing makeshift about 
this exhibition. 

Housing: Standards of Fitness. 

Tue Minister of Health now issues a 
report which has been submitted to him 
on Standards of Fitness, prepared by a 
Sub-Committee of the Central Housing 
Advisory Committee under the chairman- 
ship of Sir Miles Mitchell. The Report 
surveys the powers and duties of local 
authorities in relation to unfit houses 
the idance on standards of fitness 
already given in the Housing Acts and 
elsewhere. It recommends : 

(a) the establishment of a recognised 
standard of fitness and amenity by which 
to determine whether an existing Coes is 
satisfactory—a standard which varies in 
some respects from the guidance given by 
the .Ministry in the Manual on Unfit 
Houses in 1919 and the Rural Housing 
Manual in 1938. 

(b) the establishment of a revised and 
definite minimum standard of fitness by 
which to determine whether a house is un- 
fit for human habitation—a standard 
which in some respects varies from the 
existing statutory provision contained in 
Section 188 (4) of the Housing Act, 1936. 
The Report will be reviewed in our next 
issue. 


Professional Announcement. 

_ Mr. Wiiuiam Tweepy, F.R.1I.B.A., has_ taken 
into partnership Mr. C. P. Tanner, A.R.1.B.A., 
and Mr. L. R. Coates, A.R.1.B.A., who have 
been closely associated with the firm for some 
years. The style of the firm will continue to be 
Marshall & Tweedy, of Grainger House, 
nag gla Newcastle-upon-Tyne, 1 (‘phone : 
V/Cc 22089 ° 


From The Builder of 1847 


Saturday, April 3,. 1847. 

Dirrine into Mr. D’Israeli’s new novel 
the other day, hight ‘‘ Tancred,’ we 
stumbled over a proposition, by the 
author, for improving architecture in 
Britain’s happy land which is at once so 
novel, so startling and so reasonable that 
we should do wrong if we did not bring 
it prominently before our readers. He is 
discoursing upon London and. . . com- 
plains that, after all, London is not grand. 
“* It possesses only one of the qualifications 
of a grand city—size; it wants the equally 
important one—beauty. . What is 
wanted in architecture, as in so many 
things, is—a man. Shall we find a refuge 
in a committee of taste ?—escape from the 
mediocrity of one to the mediocrity of 
many’... But one suggestion might be 
made. [Now it’s coming. Prepare for it, 
good reader, and don’t be alarmed.] No 
profession in England has: done its duty 
until it has furnished its victim. The 
pure administration of justice dates from 
the deposition of Macclesfield. Even our 
boasted navy never achieved a great vic- 
tory until we shot an admiral. Suppose 
an architect were hanged! Terror has its 
inspirations, as well as competition! ”’ 

Well done, Young England. This 
recipe for good architecture is really 
delightful. ANG AN ARcHITECT? What 
can be simpler or more likely to do good 
execution? There are several who deserve 
it, or at all events ought to be suspended, 
which sounds like the same thing. This 
would, indeed, be breaking the neck of 
the difficulty, and elevating the profession 
in right earnest. Mr. D’Israeli evidently 
observes how architecte are being 
shouldered on either side, and thinks it 
high time that they were set up in a 
new line. They have been run down long 
enough; now, he says, they shall be run 


up. 
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South Aisle Roof, before treatment. 


South Aisle Roof, after treatment. 


REPAIR OF A BOMB-DAMAGED CHURCH, SOUTH DULWICH 
UNUSUAL METHOD OF RESTORING WALLS AND TRUSSES 


A NEW DEPARTURE FROM THE TRADITIONAL 
methods of repair and rebuilding has 
recently been put into operation at St. 
Stephen’s Church, South Dulwich, under 
the direction of the architect, Mr. Thomas 
F. Ford, F.R.I.B.A., Surveyor for Enemy 
Damage to the Southwark diocese, and it 
is thought that some details of this would 
be of general interest. 


In 1944 severe damage was caused to the 
roof and walls of the church by a flying 
bomb. A survey revealed that some of 
the principal roof members were broken 
and in consequence the nave roof had 
dropped and spread at the foot, pushing 
the clerestory walls out of upright and 
moving the aisle roofs outwards on top of 
the side walls. The stonework of the 
clerestory gables was dislocated and some 
of the nave arches cracked and distorted. 
Immediate steps were taken to prevent 
further collapse of the nave roof by erect- 
ing a temporary scaffold to support the 
fractured truss. 


Recently a licence was obtained for the 
repair of the stonework and for securing 
the nave roof with tie-rods. Before any 
masonry work could be done to the clere- 
stories it was essential to restore the 
bulging walls of the church to their 
original position. In November, 1946, an 
accurate survey showed that the spread 
of the clerestory walls in the centre of the 
mave was as much ag eight inches at a 
height of 20ft. from the floor. 


After consultation between the archi- 
tects and the technical department. of 


Messrs. J. V. Watkins, Ltd., it was de- 
cided to return these walls and roofs to 
their original position if possible without 
dismantling and rebuilding, and the con- 





\ Atouk Wb Feet high — 
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tractors were instructed to put in hand 
this somewhat delicate and intricate job. 

The first step was to insert a pair of 
iron tie-rods to each of the nave trusses, 
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Diagram showing method of applying treatment. 
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secured with sole-plates, and tightening 
screws. While this wag in progress, stout 
timber rakers were erected outside both 
aisle walls, opposite the aisle roof trusses 
which were placed over the nave columns, 
These rakers rested upon sole pieces sunk 
well into the soil. When all was ready, 
pneumatic jacks were inserted, and the 
preparations were complete. 

A pressure of 20 tons was applied to the 
foot of the roof trusses to squeeze them 
together at the same time as a load of 50 
tons was applied to the side of the clere- 
story walls by the jacks acting through 
the aisle roof trusses. As a result the 
walls were moved into an upright posi- 
tion, and the nave roof closed up, the 
slack being taken up on the tie bars 
which had previously been inserted. The 
effect of this was to raise the main roof 
to its original pitch, a matter of some 
three or four inches, thus freeing the 
temporary shoring, which was then re- 
moved. The roofs over the aisles resumed 
their original position. 

Great care had to be exercised through- 
out the operation, since much _ greater 
fractures than those already existing 
could easily have been caused if the move- 
ment at any one point had outstripped 
the remainder. Repeated applications of 
pressure at the various parts of the build- 
ing were necessary, the walls being moved 
less than one inch at a time until the 
desired alignment was obtained. 

The work was commenced about the 
beginning of November, 1946. By Novem- 
ber 27 the north clerestory wall had been 
restored to its original position, and 
similar work was commenced upon the 
south side, which also by the beginning 
of December had been returned to the 
vertical. Thus over a period of five 
weeks the building was restored to its 
original shape, allowing the rebuilding of 
the clerestory gables and the repair of the 
cracked arches to proceed. 

By adopting this unusual method the 
restoration of the structure has cost but 
a fraction of what it would have done if 
the usual course of demolition and re- 
building had been followed. A letter of 
congratulation has been received by the 
contractor from the architect upon the 
skilful handling of the undertaking. 
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Photograph showing a fractured truss. 


OBITUARY 


H. P. Burke Downing, F.S.A., F.R.1.B.A. 


WE regret to record the death of Mr. 
Henry Philip Burke Downing, which took 
place at Merton on March 26. An old 
friend writes :— 

The death of Burke Downing at the age 
of 81 marks the passing of a generation 
which in its time had an honoured place 
in the profession and in public estimation. 
The ‘‘ Gothic’’ men of his time had a 
profound and unshaken belief in their 
principles and methods, They were un- 
troubled by new ideas and modern schools 
of thought. Burke Downing’s ideas and 
methods were set in a mould fifty years 
ago, and they retained their shape to the 
end. In his own class he was a very good 
architect, a skilful and orthodox planner 
and constructor, a scholarly designer to 





Photograph showing method of applying pressure to the foot of the roof trusses. 


whom traditional Gothic detail was half 
the battle of architectural design. Whether 
he was engaged on a new church, a 
restoration, a school, or a house, the 
result was always sound and conscientious. 
His mental outlook in affairs was as firmly 
set as his ideas in the field of design. To 
be entirely out of step with contemporary 
fashions and ideas did not worry him in 
the least. 

His professional career was a very full 
one. Born in 1865 and educated at St. 
Olave’s, he was a student in the Royal 
Academy School of Architecture. Elected 
an Associate of the R.I.B.A. in 1890 and 
a Fellow in 1896, he was also a Fellow 
of the Surveyors’ Institution, and after 
many years of service on the Art Stand- 
ing Committee and the Board of Exam- 
iners of the R.I.B.A., he became a 
Member of Council and in 1926 a Vice- 
President. He was proud of his Fellow- 
ship of the Society of Antiquaries and of 
his membership of the Atheneum, where 
in the last years of his life he spent 
many placid hours. He was a member 
of the Committee of Hon. Consulting 
Architects to the Incorporated Church 
Building Society and the London Diocesan 
Fund, Diocesan Surveyor for Chelmsford 
and Diocesan Architect for Chichester. 
His professional works included © the 
Church of the Holy Spirit, at Clapham 
Common, St. Barnabas Church, Mitcham, 
St. John’s Church, Walthamstow, All 
Saints’ Church, Hackbridge, St. Augus- 
tine’s Church, Tooting, and additions to 
Beddington Church, Surrey, Gillingham 
Church, Dorset, and Budleigh Salterton 
Church, Devon. His many works of 
restoration and _ preservation eA 
Winchelsea Church in Sussex. He designe 
schools for the Boroughs of Wimbledon, 
Bromley, and Bexhill, and a variety of 
domestic work at Kingswood and else- 
where. He was a conscientious author in 
the subjects that were dear to him, and 
his publications included ‘‘ Architectural 
Relics in Cornwall,’ ‘‘ Monograph on the 
Church of St. Bartholomew, Lostwithiel,”’ 
‘“‘ Westminster Abbey and its Monu- 
ments,’ ‘‘ Monumental Brasses,” 
‘“‘ Churches for the New Centres of Popu- 
lation,” and a number of papers on the 
Archeology of Architecture. 
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WORD FROM WESTMINSTER 
By Derek Walker-Smith. M.P. 


THoucH the debate on Rural 
Housing in the House of Commons 
provided an interesting exchange of 
views, it} was disappointing to those 
who expected it to produce any new 
pronouncement of policy either by 
way of new house-building or recon- 
ditioning in the rural areas. 

The hope was expressed during the 
debate that the Government would 
assist a speedier erection of houses in 
the rural areas, particularly by the 
relaxation of the strict four to one 
ratio, and that they would give an 
assurance of prompt legislation in 
regard to reconditioning in accordance 
with the recommendations of the 
fourth Report of the Hobhouse Com- 
mittee. To the first point, Mr. 
Edwards, though new to the Ministry, 
made the old answer: the great need 
is for houses to let, and therefore the 
predominant portion of houses built 
must be local authority houses. On 
the second point, Mr. Edwards said 
that the Government hope to declare 
their intentions before the end of the 
session. This in effect means that, on 
the most optimistic basis, legislation 
to enable grants to be paid towards 
the reconditioning of rural houses 
could hardly be on the Statute Book 
before the early part of 1948. 

In the general sphere of housing, 
the argument about the four to one 
ratio and the proper comparative 
places in the present building pro- 
gramme of private enterprise and 
local authorities respectively is an old 
and well-worn one. But in this debate 
it was argued on a narrower and more 
specific basis. The contention was 
advanced that in rural areas there are 
many small builders who could build 
one or two houses for private owners, 
but could noi, in practice, be absorbed 
into the complex mechanism of con- 
tractual building. On this assumption, 
the argument was not, between houses 
to let and houses to sell, but between 
houses built in one way or not built 
at all. In other words, the issue was 
one of the precise capacity of certain 
elements of the building indusiry, and 
the best means of using the resources 
of the industry in rural areas. 

Against this, the argument was put 
up that houses built in this way would 
not be built for farm-workers and 
therefore would not help in the vital 
task of providing housing accommoda- 
tion for those who can expand food 
production. This rejoinder, however, 
was not accepted, as it was pointed 
out that farmers or land-owners build- 
ing houses for letting to their agricul- 
tural, workers (i.e., not as “tied” 
houses) would qualify for the special 
rate of subsidy under Section 13 of 
the 1946 Act. 

At present, however, the result of 
the debate is no change in general 
Government policy. Rural housing is 
to be viewed in its relation to the main 
housing problem, and will be governed 
by the same familiar policy. 
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GYMNASIA AND DINING CENTRES, BARKING 


TWO SIMILAR BUILDINGS HAVE BEEN 
erected by Barking Corporation— 
one at Eastbury School, and the 
other at Erkenwald School, Barking 
—to provide at each school a gym- 
nasium and a dining centre for 
school meals, the dining-room being 
capable of sub-division into three 
rooms for teaching purposes. The 
buildings were in course of erection 
at the outbreak of war, and were 
completed during the early days of 
1940 to enable the dining centres to 
be used as British Restaurants. 
The main contractors were Messrs. 
A. McClelland & Co., Ltd., and the 
Works Department, of Barking Cor- 
poration. Messrs. Gardiner & Theo- 
bald were the quantity surveyors. 


The suppliers and sub-contractors 
were: Hollow tile flooring, Attoc 
Blocks,* Ltd.; structural steelwork, 
Sanders & Forster, Ltd.; metal win- 
dows and doors, metal screens and 
metal top-lights, Crittall Manufactur- 
ing Co.; Ruberoid, the Ruberoid Co., 
Ltd.; roof tiling, Roberts Adlard & 
Co., Ltd.; electrical installation, 
Harland & Wolff, Ltd.; sanitary 
fittings, Wiggins-Sankey, Ltd.; doors, 
Manor Joinery Works; folding 
screens, the Eastern Joinery Works ; 
flooring, ‘‘ Zeta’’ Wood Flooring Co. 
(1910), Ltd.; wrought-iron staircase 
balustrades, Safety Tread Syndicate, 
Ltd. ; heating installation, Comyn 
Ching & Co., Ltd.; shower fittings, 
Gummers, Ltd.; counter fitments, 
Eastern Joinery Works; and roller 
shutters, Acme Blinds, of Ilford. 
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View from Grounds. 


GYMNASIA AND DINING CENTRES, BARKING 
C. C. SHAW, B.Arch. (L’pool.), F.R.1.B.A., Borough Architect 
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Interior of Gymnasium. 
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View of House. 


THE ‘‘ CAST-RENDERED ” HOUSE 
R. A. YEARSLEY, ARCHITECT 


SHOWN IN THESE PAGES IS A 
development of the ‘‘ Cast-Rendered ”’ 
method of constructing poured in-situ 
concrete walls for houses. The proto- 
type is a detached house, with garage 
and outhouse, and cost £1,600, but the 
regulation semi-detached design, if 
erected on a production run of 50, is 
estimated to cost £1,260. 


Detail of Concrete Face. 


Tue Ossecr: Normally a ‘concrete 
wall, particularly if of ‘“‘ no-fines ”’ 
concrete, needs to be rendered exter- 
nally and plastered internally after 
removal of the formwork. The method 
illustrated seeks to cast a wall as 
nearly finished as possible in one 
operation. 

Tue Meruop : Good steel-faced form- 
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work is set up, the width between faces 
being the thickness of the finished wall, 
including renderings. Pairs of slid- 
ing shutters, which form a special item 
of plant, are made to fit inside the form- 
work, the width between plates being 
equal to the thickness of the ‘‘ no- 
fines’ or other concrete ‘‘ core”’ of 
the wall. A  cement-lime-rendering 
material, the concrete of thé ‘‘ core,” 
and a cement lime plaster are poured 
into the three spaces so formed (see 
diagram on next page). In the case 
of the prototype house, these sliding 
shutters were made 12 in. deep. As 


The Living-room. 
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THE “CAST-RENDERED ’’ HOUSE: Elevations and Sections. 
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ELEVATION AND PLAN OF 
RUN OF SLIDING SHUTTERS 





CROSS-SECTION OF WALL 


Typical Arrangement of Shuttering. 





soon as they are filled, and while the 
material is »still wet, they are raised, 
refilled, and the process repeated to the 
top of the lift. 

Cost AnD Laiitations: The ad- 
ditional costs over the normal method 
are the initial cost of sliding shutters 
and about 25 per cent. extra labour 
during pouring. Against these, most 
of labour of rendering and plastering 
and the plasterers’ scaffolding is saved. 
Some sort of*decorative finish is required 
after casting, such as wash on the 
exterior and a skim-coat of hardwall 
plaster or a cement paint on the 
exterior. 


Deraits or Construction.—The following 
details have been followed in or evolved 
during the construction of the prototype 
house == 

— “hutters: During the design 
period, ti. lengths of individual pairs of. 
sliding shutters were so adjusted that they 
pass clearance between door and window 
frames. Adjacent pairs of sliding shutters 
are made to telescope within one another, 
so providing for errors in position of door 
or window frames or corners. 

Door Frames: Door frames are cast in 
the normal way. 

Window Frames: Windows set in wood 
frames were cast complete. 

A 4-in. space left under the window allows 
for a tiled cill. 

Lintels: The sliding shutters were omitted 
for a height of 9 in. above the door and 
window frames, the outside rendering mix- 
ture being allowed to flow over the frames 
and form a dense concrete lintel. 

Lead over Openings: A sheet of lead is 
placed on the lintel at the same time as 
the sliding shutter is replaced in the form- 
work. The lead is turned up 4 in. against 
the inside shutter. 

Grounds: Wood blocks to carry fittings 
or strips to carry pipes are made the thick- 
ness of the rendering, with nails driven 
half-way into their edges; they are — 
between the sliding shutters and formwork. 

witch Drops and Wood Fillets for 
Chases: These are planted ‘between the 
sliding shutters and formwork. 

Attachments for R.W. and Soil Pipes: 
“Lexmet” plugs are cast in the outside 
rendering for g-in. coach bolts. 

Holes through the Laden Tubes are made 
equal to the thickness of the “‘ No fines” 
core. They are planted between the sliding 
shutters, with a wad of paper in each end. 
During casting the rendering covers them 
and is knocked into the tube after removal 
of the formwork. 
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STRUCTURAL USES OF ALUMINIUM 


ILLUSTRATED IN THESE PAGES IS SOME 
recent development work, using aluminium 
and light alloys, initiated by Structural and 
Mechanical Development Engineers, Ltd., 
of which Almin, Ltd., is the parent com- 
pany. Principal attention has been paid 
over the last 18 months to the Aluminium 
House (illustrated in The Builder of 
April 6 and June 8, 1945), of which 54,000 
had been completed by the end of 1946., 

There has now been designed, at the 
request of the Ministry of Supply, the 
‘* Alcrete’’’ two-storey house. This is a 
‘* permanent ’’ house, utilising the same 
basic principles as the temporary house, 
but incorporating several improvements 
arising from the experience gained in the 
earlier project. The new house (of which 
a diagrammatic arrangement is shown on 
facing page) is so designed as to enable the 
factories now producing the single-storey 
bungalow to turn over to its manufacture 
when the present contract is completed. 

Other developments are a_ series of 
designs for railway service buildings, of 
which one for a combined waiting-hall and 
refreshment buffet is also illustrated. 

Actually in production is the permanent 
prefabricated tropical hostel, shown on 
this page. There is, it Should be pointed 


out, no question of exporting these houses 
to the disadvantage of people at home. It 
is proposed to export only the aluminium 
alloy components used in its construction, 
and the services of the designers and tech- 




































nicjans responsible for its design. In no 
case are skilled operatives being employed 
in its construction. Following is an out- 
line specification : 

The building is designed to carry all 
superimposed loads, in addition to its own 
dead weight, within the necessary require- 
ments of strength and stiffness, and to 
give the necessary factor of safety under 
normal loading conditions. 

Layout.—The bungalow comprises : 
Area: four main rooms, 162 sq. ft. (15.1 
sq. metres) each; two wash rooms, 
45 sq. ft. (4.16 sq. metres) each; one w.c., 
19 sq. ft. (1.78 sq. metres); and one 
kitchen, 40 sq. ft. (3.71 sq. metres). 
There is a covered terrace along front and 
rear of the bungalow. 

Each living-room is 12 ft. 9 in. (3.9 
metres) square, ceiling height 10 ft. 
(3 metres), with door and fanlight over, 
a window 6 ft. (1.84 metres) high by 5 ft. 
(1.53 metres) wide at the front, and a win. 
dow 6 ft. (1.84 metres) high by 6 ft. 6 m. 
(1.92 metres) wide at the rear, and is pro- 
vided’ with fitted cupboards which act as 
divisions. The wash rooms are 7 ft. 6 in. 


(2.29 metres) by 6 ft. (1.84 metres), and» 


are provided with the following equip- 
ment :— 

One room is equipped with two shower 
cubicles, complete with shower fittings, 
and two lavatory basins, all complete with 
the necessary plumbing, and one heater 
cabinet, complete with hot water cylinder 
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and immersion heater, The other wash- 
room is equipped with & bath, with shower 
over, one lavatory basin, and one w.c. 
suite. The bath is not supplied.- Each 
lavatory basin is supported on a cupboard 
unit. 

The kitchen is equipped with a sink and 
heater unit, comprising a cupboard con- 
tuining a hot-water cylinder fitted, with 
immersion heater, with a draining board 
over, and a small cupboard adjacent with 
sink over. 

Foundations: Foundations may be a 
concrete slab, with brick dwarf walls 
round the perimeter of the building and 
longitudinally on the centre line of the 
building, approximately 9 in. high, as a 
bearing for the floor construction, or. 
alternatively, it may consist of concrete 
piers built into the ground, where site is 
sloping, placed where supports for the 
floor structure are required, i.e., at 
approximately 6 ft. 6 in. (2 metre) centres 
in both directions. 

Floor : The floor construction consists of 
light alloy panels supported on light alloy 
extruded framing bearing on the dwarf 
walls or concrete piers. The panels are 
filled with a cellular concrete having a 
high thermal insulation value. 

Walls: Panel frames are fabricated 
from light alloy extruded framing mem- 
bers riveted together and covered extern- 
ally with light alloy sheet, the sheet being 
clad with pure aluminium on both sur- 
faces. The panels are filled with cellular 
concrete, which is keyed to the sheet with 
metal anchors and a bitumen adhesive. 
The internal surface is mechanically 
covered with plaster in the factory. 
Doors would be provided in light alloy. 
All joints between wall panels are pro- 
vided with an external light alloy cover 
strip. 

Partitions: Internal partitions are 
similar in construction to the wall panels, 
having a frame of light alloy extruded sec- 
tions riveted together, filled with cellular 
concrete, except that both sides are 
covered with chip board. 

Roof : The roof is framed entirely in 
light alloy, the main supports being the 
wall panels and a longitudinal lattice 
girder, in two pieces, which is carried by 
the gable walls, internal partitions and 
cupboards. The covering is a corrugated 
light alloy sheet, clad on both sides with 
a coating of pure aluminium, the sheets 
being 20-gauge thick, with ‘‘ V-shape 
corrugations at approximately  6-in. 
centres, each sheet being 2 ft. wide as 
laid, in one length from ridge to eaves of 
terraced overhang. The terrace is 
6 ft. 6 in. (2 metres) wide at both front 
and rear of bungalow. Termite Proof- 
ing: All joints in the structure are 
caulked with a_ termite-resisting com- 
pound, and the fibre board and fibre glass 
used are both materials which have been 
termite-proofed during manufacture. Any 
penetration of termites through the wall 
construction is prevented by the bitumen 
barrier between the metal skin and the 
panel filling. 

Plumbing: All plumbing is provided, 
and a complete electrical installation is 
incorporated. 


British Industries Fair. 
_ Three of the largest exhibition build- 
ings in the world will house the British 
Industries Fair, which will be held in 
London and Birmingham from May 5 
to 16. The London section, covering the 
lighter industries, will occupy rls 
Court and Olympia, and in Birmingham 
the engineering and hardware section 
will be situated at Castle Bromwich. 
Total attendance at all three centres 
during the last British Industries Fair 
was 340,871, including nearly — 7,000 
overseas buyers from 77 countries. 
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CORRESPONDENCE 


[Whiist we are glad to publish letters on profes- 
sional and other matters of interest to our readers, 
it must be understood that we do not necessarily 
endorse the remarks of correspondents, who will 
obiige us if they will express their views as briefly 
as possible.) 

Trade Unionism and the R.1.B.A. 
To tHe Epitor or The Builder. 

Sir,—I have noticed in The Builder 
for March 14 a statement from the 
Secretary of the A.B.T. undér the above 
heading. It may be interesting to recall 
that it was the same body which last year 
took upon themselves the duty of advising 
the members of the R.I.B.A. which nom- 
inations to the Council they should sup- 
port. It was interesting to see that only 
one of their selection was -successful. It 
now appears, however, that the A.B.T. 
are wondering if the R.I.B.A. should be 
allowed to exist at all. Despite the 
stupidity of their letter, I feel I cannot 
let the opportunity pass without correct- 
ing a number of obvious errors. The crux 
of the matter is contained in the opening 
paragraph, which states—‘‘ In our view, 
the R.I.B.A. cannot act (as a trade union) 
for employee architects for the following 
reasons :— 


(1) The R.I.B.A. is, firstly, a learned 
and academic body concerned in important 
questions of technique, education, etc. 
Secondly, it is a professional organisa- 
tion, based on the private practitioner. 
These are its two dominant activities, and 
not the economic interests of its members; 


(2) It contains employers in fulhmember- 
ship and not only in full membership but 
in highly influential positions. The 
economic interests of salaried architects 
and employing architects are necessarily 
opposed ; 


(3) It cannot represent the many 
thousands of architectural assistants who 
do not qualify academically for member- 
ship but whose salaries and conditions 
are interdependent with those of salaried 
architects.”’ 

There seems to be some confusion here 
that only a trade union is capable of 
talking salaries :— 


(1) Quite obviously the R.I.B.A. is not 
a professional body based on the private 
practitioner. It is a democratic organisa- 
tion run for the benefit of the majority of 
its members, all of whom are architects 
with some degree of proficiency in the art 
of building. In short, they are building 
technicians, and the majority are salaried. 
Whilst the R.I.B.A. has a leaning to the 
academic, its Form of Contract was a 
pretty good effort of ‘‘ academie,’’ and 
commanded more than a small amount of 
respect from the building trade as a 
whole ; 


_(2) Of course, it contains members in 
high influential positions; they are men of 
intelligence and culture, and not without 
some business ability. Is Ernie Bevin a 
worse trade unionist because he happens 
to be the Foreign Secretary, a position 
which even the A.B.T. might concede as 
influential ? ; 

(3) It does more than represent the 
thousands of architectural assistants, it 
safeguards them; and what is more does a 
great deal to help those who have not 
qualified, but wish to do so, through its 
Educational Committee, etc. 

Since, therefore, there is no real sub- 
stance in the allegations from the Secre- 
tary of the A.B.T., there is no point in 
pursuing further the other points raised, 
but, and this is by far the most important 
point, there is a certain lethargy 
amongst the members of the R.I.B.A. in 
making the Institute a truly representa- 
tive body of their ideals. To say the 
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salaried architects are not represented is 
foolish when the President himself is a 
salaried man and obviously understands 
fully the problems of this majority group 
in the R.1.B.A. But what I can never 
understand is why only ]0 per cent. of 
members take the trouble to vote for the 
Council. There are hundreds of excuses, 
but at bottom only laziness and lethargy 
are really to blame. There is a tendency 
to feel that with registration the R.I.B.A. 
is obsolete and nothing more than a 
rather badly run club. , Now, whilst this 
is true to some extent, there is no doubt 
that the R.I.B.A. is well respected by 
other professions and Government bodies. 
It has the best architectural: library in 
England, which the very people the 
A.B.T. claims to look after can use for 
ten shillings a year; the members’ room 
is now open, and very comfortable it is, 
too, and very soon refreshments will be 
available (I hope). In short, there is a 
well-forged weapon, a little rusty, perhaps, 
but ready to be polished and sharpened, 
and put to whatever use the members 
wish, if they will take the trouble to 
vote for the nominations to the Council 
which come nearest to the type of person 
who they feel will best represent their 
particular interest, whether political or 
zsthetic, or even both. 

To the salaried members I would say 
this, ‘‘ Don’t be ashamed of being a 
salaried architect and don’t waste the 
opportunity at the Council elections of 
registering your vote in favour of the 
nomination that seems to come nearest to 
your own state of mind.’’ Whilst wages, 
working hours, bonuses are important, do 
not lose sight of the main purpose of archi- 
tecture. It is in itself a way of life and 
way of thinking, not something one does 
between nine o'clock and five o’clock, and 
is then put away until morning. With 
the shortage of architects and draughts- 
men it is up to us all to give the best we 
can, and the sooner we realise the future 
of England and the Empire is at stake 
then the sooner it will be secured. Let us 
try to feel, too, with Paul Valerie, when 
he puts these words into the mouth of 
his architect, Eupalinos: ‘‘ The more I 
meditate on my art,- the more I practise 
it; the more I think and act; the more 
I suffer and rejoice as an architect; and 
the more I feel my own being with an 
ever-surer delight and clarity. I go astray 
in my long spells of waiting; I find myself 
again by the surprises I give myself; by 
these successive degrees of my silence, I 
advance in my own edification; and I 
draw near to such exact correspondence 
between my aims and my powers, that I 
seem to myself to have made of the exist- 
ence that was given me a sort of human 
handiwork. By dint of constructing, I 
truly believe that I have constructed 
myself.”’ 

Winston WALKER, 
A.R.1.B.A., A.A.Dipl. 

Chelsea, S.W.3. 

*.* A reply from the Royal Institute of British 
Architects to the A.B.T. memorandum is on 
page 323. 


Brick Prices. 
To tHE Eprror or The Builder. 


Srr,—In the correspondence columns of 
your issue of March 14, Mr. W. Robinson 
complains of increases in the price of bricks 
and suggests that ‘‘ it is high time that the 
Government controlled these advances.”’ 

The price of common bricks has been 
controlled since November 1, 1943, by the 
Bricks (Range of Prices) (No. 1) Order 
dated October 13, 1943. 

Incidentally, this Order fixes not only 
the maximum prices at which bricks may 
be sold by manufacturers and merchants, 
but also the minimum prices. 
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Mr. Robinson refers to advances made 
up to 12s. 6d. per 1,000 from March 1. 
The last Amended Order making any 
increase was dated October 16, 1946, and 
the advance in price was 6d. per 1,000. 

C. W. D. Rowe, 
Managing Director, London Brick 
Co., Ltd 


London, W.C.2. 


To tHE Eprror or The Builder. 

Str,—I have noted with, interest the 
reply of Mr. Dudley Vernon, Press and 
Information Officer of the Ministry of 
Works, to my letter in your issue of 
March 14. 

He states that no increases in prices of 
common building bricks have been 
authorised since October, 1946. 

I give below a copy of a letter which 
I, and presumably other builders, received 
on March 4. It is self-explanatory. 


Hatt anv Co., Lrp., Bur~pErs’ 
Mercuants, Mitt Roap, Epsom. 
CAN /G. March 3, 1947. 

Dear Srr,—We are advised from the 
Sussex and Dorking Brick Co., Ltd., that 
owing to increased cost of production the 
following increases will apply as from 
March 1 :— 


”) . 


Per 
1,000 
s. d 
Warnham Common Pressed. 
Seconds a a 2 ie 6 
Southwater Engineering. 1st, 2nd 
and dea”... sie er BS GEE 36 
Lingfield Engineering Wire Cuts 7 0 
Dorking hand-made Multi-colour 
facings ey +s a Cottier es 
Dorking Pressed purple best, firsts 10 3 
Dorking Pressed purple bests, 
seconds ok ra - 13 


W. RoBINsoON. 
Ashtead, Surrey. 


Civil Building Licences. 
To tHe Epiror or The Builder. 

Str,—We have been informed by the 
local authorities that it is now the practice 
for building licences to be sent direct to . 
the builder and the owner of the property 
after application has been made by the 
architect, the architect thus being ignored 
completely, no notification being given to 
him of such licence being granted. 

This appears to us a very bad state of 
affairs and one that should be remedied 
immediately, as it puts the architect in a 
very poor light when he has either (a) to 
approach his client to ascertain whether a 
licence has been granted, or (0) worse 
still, approach the builder for the same 
reason. 

We desire to make 
against this. 

For Morris anv RI ey. 
S. Morris. 


strong protest 


Liverpool, 3. . 


BOOKS RECEIVED 

Towarps A New ARCHITECTURE. By 
Le Corbusier. (London: The Architec- 
tural Press.) Price 15s. net. 

Tue Law or Burpinc AND ENGINEER- 
tnc Contracts. By Alfred A. Hudson. 
(London: Sweet and Maxwell Ltd.) 
Price 75s. net. 


Recent British Standards. 

A revised edition of the standards for 
the Nomenclature of Timbers (B.S. 881 
and 589, 1946) has just been published 
by the British Standards Institution. 
Copies of the publication can be obtained 
from the Sales Department, British Stan- 
dards Institution, 28, Victoria-street, 
8.W.1, price 7s. 6d. Also published is 
‘ B.8.8. for ogy of the Air (Defini- 
tions, Formule and Constants),” B.S. 
No. 1339, 1946, pnice 2s., post free. 
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LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTS 


THEIR PLACE IN THE DEVELOPMENT 
OF NEW TOWNS 


Tue part that landscape architects will 
play in the development of New Towns 
was discussed by Mr. Gordon Stephenson, 
F.R.LB.A., in the course of a recent 
lecture to the Institute of Landscape 
Architects. 

Mr. Stephenson said : It is necessary to 
define landscape architecture in its broad- 
est sense. It is in an American dictionary 
one finds the best definition of the role of 
the landscape architect. Webster says 
the landscape architect is ‘‘ one whose 
profession is so to arrange the effects of 
natural scenery over a given tract as to 
produce the best wsthetic effect, consider- 
ing the use to which the tract is to be 
put.” The last few words are all im- 
portant. Landscape architecture 1s not 
an abstract art; it is an integral part of 
design in town and country. In towns it 
cannot be separated from the underlying 
social and economic factors which deter- 
mine form and design. The planner, 
architect, engineer and landscape archi- 
tect must work together to create the 
general scene, and every detailed setting 
for all human activities, if we are to 
achieve unity in design and a fitting ex- 
pression of physical and spiritual well- 


being. ; 

In the 18th century unity in design 
was achieved in an England which 
was essentially aristocratic. It was a 
great age in all the arts. It was during 
this period the modern English landscape 
was created. Capital flowed into the 
land from the urban commercial centres 
—the very centres which in more recent 
times threaten to destroy the beauty 
created by their capital investment. _ 

The manufacturing towns grew at in- 
creasing speed through the 18th and 19th 
centuries. Trevelyan in his ‘‘ Social 
History of England” describes the 
countryside at the beginning of the 
19th century. ‘‘ When Waterloo was 
fought, rural England was still in its un- 
spoilt beauty, and most English towns 
were either handsome or picturesque. The 
factory regions were a small part of the 
whole but unluckily were a model for the 
future. A new type of urban community 
was permitted to grow up which it was 
fatally easy to imitate on an ever in- 
creasing scale, until in another hundred 
years the great majority of Englishmen 
were dwellers in mean streets. 

‘When, as the 19th century advanced, 
local government was gradually made to 
attend to its duties, by being subjected 
to democratic local election and to central 
control from Whitehall, then indeed large 
provision was made for health, conveni- 
ence and education. But even after these 
belated reforms in the utilitarian sphere, 
ugliness remains a quality of the modern 
city, rendered acceptable by custom to a 
public that can imagine only what it has 
seen.” 

A Squalid Legacy. 

The ‘‘ new towns’ ot the 19th century 
are now a squalid and massive legacy. 
The first half of the 20th century has seen 
their accelerated and sprawling growth in 
formless suburbs. We are now faced with 
the urgent reconstruction of the heart of 
every industrial town. As a first step in 


the process of redevelopment part of the 
congested population will move to new in- 
dustrial towns, planned not only for con- 
venience and social well-being but with 
as much care and forethought as preceded 
the design of 18th-century rural England. 


THE BUILDER 


The Greater London Plan underlined 
the need for New Towns. In three first- 
rate documents the Reith Committee set 
out the principles which should govern the 
establishment of New Towns. 1n 1946 the 
New Towns Act set the stage for the 
comprehensive design of 20th-century 
towns. 

In the next ten years 20 New Towns to 
accommodate 1,000,000 people will prob- 
ably be under way. In the second half 
of the 20th century Britain may show 
the world town design as effective as the 
design of the countryside in the golden 
18th century. 

The New Towns will be green and 
pleasant places. In them people will live 
in carefully planned residential neigh- 
bourhoods with shops, community build- 
ings, pubs, churches, schools, etc., within 
five minutes walk of the furthest homes. 
Parkway systems will run through the 
towns.- The main roads will not run 
through residential areas but in the park- 
ways between them. The industria] area 
will be designed for maximum efficiency 
with a spacious section of the town with 
tree-lined streets. lawns, flowers and 
green spaces for rest and recreation. 


Tidy Yet Exciting. 

The central area will be designed for 
maximum safety and convenience. It will 
be tidy yet exciting and contain the most 
important public and recreational build- 
ings, shops, offices and the cultural centre. 

On all New Town sites the survey will 
show quite clearly that some parts should 
be included in the major open space 
system. They may be existing woodlands 
or parks surrounding country houses; 
they may be small valleys including 
streams; they may be flat pastures suit- 
avie for playing fields. There may be 
patches of good land which should go to 
allotments and market gardens, All these 
should be woven into a balanced . open 
space system. It should be possible to 
arrange the pattern so that people can 
walk through and about the town in land 
which is free of buildings and roads. The 
major open spaces should be comple- 
mentary to and link up with the local or 
neighbourhood open spaces—the school 
playing fields and the children’s play- 
grounds as well as the recreational places 
for people of all ages. 


IN PARLIAMENT 


Licences for Painting. 

_ Replying to Mr. Sxinnarp, Mr. Key said that 
in order to avoid unemployment among painters, 
especially during the winter months, local 
authorities were asked early this year to give 
special attention to the issue of licences for 
essential painting work, particularly internal 
painting. 

Building Operatives. 

Mr. Ossorne asked the Minister of Labour if 
he would consult the National Federation of 
Building Trades Operatives in order to insti- 
tute a scheme of payment-by-results wages, and 
so hasten the building of urgently needed work- 
ing-class houses. 

r. Isaacs said that this question had already 
been discussed with the National Federation of 
Building Trades Operatives, and the matter was 
now under consideration by both sides of the 
industry. 

Haulage of Bricks. 

Mr. D. Marsnatt asked the Minister of Health 
to what extent his department assisted local 
authorities to meet the extra cost incurred by 
their building contractors in the direct haulage 
of bricks, as opposed to rail and local haulage, 
when railways were unable to handle the traffic. 

Mr. Epwarps said that there were no funds 
at the disposal of the Minister from which any 
such contribution could be made. 


Private Enterprise Houses. ; 

Mr. Lipson asked the Minister of Health if 
the increased maximum price of £1,300 for 
houses built by private builders outside the 
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London region would apply to houses not com- 
menced before February 25 and not only to 
those not licensed before that date. 

Mr. L. J. Epwarps said that conditions which 
had been attached to a licence already issued 
could not be varied, but where a licence was 
no longer valid because building had not started 
within the prescribed time limit of two months 
it would be open to a local authority to vary 
the conditions in issuing a new licence. 


TRADE UNIONISM AND 
THE R.1.B.A. 


Tue following reply to the statement on 
this subject, issued recently by the A.B.T. 
and published in our issue for March 14 
has been made by the R.L.B.A. :— : 


The statement recently published by the 


Association of Building Technicians may 
give rise to certain misconceptions in the 
minds of the profession, and it is therefore 
considered desirable to publish a note on 
this question of negotiations relating to 
salaries and conditions of service for mem- 
bers of the R.I.B.A. who comprise the 
greater proportion of registered architects 
in the United Kingdom. 

An analysis of the figures of the Archi- 
tects Registration Council of the United 
Kingdom, dated October 31, 1946, indi- 
cates that of the 15,045 registered archi- 
tects on that date 8,431 were members of 
the R.I.B.A., and, in addition, 971 
although not themselves directly members 
of the R.I.B.A., were members of societies 
ales to Lowen Of the 15,045 regis- 

archi » OI 
ane y 620 were members of 

The R.1.B.A. recognises the advantage 
of an organisation fully representative of 
any trade, vocation or profession to pro- 
mote and protect the welfare of the mem- 
bers of that trade, vocation or profession 
and in this respect it recognises the bene. 
ficial work of trade unions in the past, nor 
would it dispute the right of individual 
architects to join a trade union if they 
So wished ; but it cannot agree that mem- 
bership of a trade union should be made a 
condition of employment of any salaried 
architect, nor will it concede the right to 
the A.B.T. to represent the architectural 
profession as a whole in negotiations affect - 
ing salaries and conditions of service. 

The R.1.B.A. is a professional body and 
a learned society, but not a “ registered 
trade union.” It has, therefore, a dual 
responsibility; (a) towards the public, 
to insist on a proper standard of qualifica- 
tions for its members; and (b) towards its 
members, to ensure that the conditions of 
service and the remuneration of those in 
salaried positions correspond to their 
qualifications. The A.B.'f. does not 
demand any standard of qualification for 
entry to its membership, nor does it 
demand that professional qualification shall 
be a criterion in assessing rates of 
remuneration. 

The R.I.B.A. does contain employers in 
full membership as well as salaried archi- 
tects, but it denies that the interests of 
these two categories are in any way 
opposed, and indeed it considers that 
homogeneous membership of this nature is 
an element of strength. 

The R.I.B.A. has been approached 
recently by a number of large groups of 
members for the extension of the services 
it now provides in negotiation, and these 
requests confirm the Institute in its 
decision to continue the help and assist- 
ance it has given in the past to salaried 
members by means of the negotiating 
machinery it has set up. 

At the same time, the Institute does not 
for one moment deny the right of the 
A.B.T. to champion the cause of its mem- 
bers. The R.I.B.A. would welcome the 
renewal of its co-operation. 
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USE OF MECHANICAL PLANT IN HOUSE-BUILDING 


JOINT COMMITTEE’S REPORT 


A JoIntT coMMITTEE of the Association of 
Scientific Workers and the Association of 
Building Technicians have issued a joint 
report on the ‘‘ Use of Mechanical Plant in 
House-Building.”’ Following is the full 
text :— 

Before the war, the technique of house- 
building was largely traditional, and for 
some operations the traditional methods 
had remained virtually unchanged for 
thousands of years. There was an adequate 
supply of skilled labour for the work that 
was undertaken, and the saving of time 
in house erection was not considered to be 
a matter of the first importance. In fact, 
the conditions were not sufficiently press- 
ing to persuade builders to embark on an 
extensive programme of modernisation in 
technique.* Now, however, there is an 
acute shortage of all kinds of building 
Jabour and there is a very great need to 
build houses quickly. This situation 
demands modernisation of technique, and 
the purpose of this paper is to review 
briefly some ways in which mechanical 
plant can assist the present housing drive, 
and to consider some of the problems asso- 
ciated with the mechanisation of building 
processes. 

It is appreciated that a treatment of 
mechanisation by itself must be, to a cer- 
tain extent, unreal. The problem of build- 
ing a house peg d and at a minimum of 
cost is solved by a joint consideration of 
mechanical plant, site organisation and the 
materials of construction. Furthermore, 
the way in which a house is to be built 
closely affects the design of the house, 
especially where new techniques of con- 
struction open up new possibilities of 
design. It is important, therefore, to bear 
in mind that the specific. problems of 
mechanisation must be related to the wider 
background of inter-connected problems. 


Mechanical Plant. 

Much of the mechanical plant available 
in this country at the present time was de- 
signed primarily not for house-building 
work but for use on civil engineering con- 
tracts or in factories. Thus, the plant 
tends to be either too big or else not 
robust enough to withstand the conditions 
that exist on a building site. However, 
there is quite a lot of plant that has been 
shown to be of value, and also new plant 
is beginning to appear designed to meet 
the particular needs of house-builders. A 
list of the types of plant at present avail- 
able is given in the Appendix, the items 
being grouped according to the different 
operations that are to be carried out. 

It will be seen that in the groups cover- 
ing ‘‘earth moving’’ and “ materials 
handling,’’ very nearly complete mechanisa- 
tion is already possible. This is impor- 
tant because it is estimated that in the 
building of a traditional type house the 
weight of earth and materials handled (in- 
cluding re-handling) is in the order of 
600 tons. It is also very necessary, since 
it is evident that the present shortage of 
labourers will not be relieved, but will 
become a permanent feature of the in- 
dustry. 

The tools listed under ‘ constructional 
techniques ’’ appear at first. sight to cover 
the majority of constructional operations. 
However, most of the tools affect only a 
part of the operation for which they are 
used, and do not, in fact, alter the tradi- 
tional technique. Research and develop- 
ment are needed to provide satisfactory 
mechanical means of carrying out complete 
operations. It should be noted also that on 
well-organised sites, the cutting and 
shaping of timber can often be better 
earried out in a site workshop than by 


— power-operated hand tools on the job 
itself. 

Equipment for overcoming weather con- 
ditions has been sadly neglected in this 
country, but the urgency of the housing 
programme has made it desirable as a 
means of avoiding a waste of valuable 
building time, and the introduction of the 
guaranteed week has made it desirable 
economically. Artificial light on building 
sites can be provided quite easily, but de- 
velopment is needed to produce satisfactory 
and economic equipment to overcome rain 
and cold. 

Mechanical plant for processing materials 
appears to be quite adequate and it is 
widely used. However, this group is 
assuming less importance as, the present 
tendency is for the processing to be carried 
out in the factory rather than on the build- 
ing site. Even so, equipment for ‘‘ drying 
out ’’ houses is urgently required. 

With regard to the provision of power 
on building sites, there is a variety of 
portable plant available, and the release 
of stocks from the Services should ensure 
adequate quantities. It is considered, how- 
ever, that on any building site where the 
houses are to be supplied eventually from 
electric mains, generators should not be 
necessary ; proper planning should be able 
to ensure that mains power is available 
from the earliest stages of building con- 
struction. This procedure would not only 
dispense with the need for generators but 
would also give wider scope to the de- 
signer of mechanical plant by virtue of the 
greater freedom enjoyed when a supply of 
electrical power can be assured. 


Foreign Practice. 

Having examined the mechanical plant 
that is available in this country, it is worth 
while mentioning a few of the salient points 
in foreign practice. The greatest develop- 
ments in the mechanisation of building pro- 
cesses have taken place in America, with 
the result that the output per man-hour is 
considerably higher there than in the 
United Kingdom. The report by the 
Mission sent to investigate methods of 
building in the U.S.A. draws particular 
attention to the extensive use of small 
hand-power tools, particularly in the car- 
pentry trade. (In this country, such prac- 
tice is hardly justified, owing to the acute 
timber shortage.) Other examples cited 
include the wide use of truck-mixed con- 
crete, truck-mounted cranes, and the com- 
plete mechanisation of road construction. 
Emphasis is laid on the superior organisa- 
tion of mechanical plant in the U.S.A. as 
exemplified by the attention paid to main- 
tenance and to the reduction of idle 
machine time. 

In the Soviet Union, the problems are 
rather different: the reconstruction re- 
quired is so vast in scope that it can only 
be met by simplifying site operations to 
such an extent that a large proportion of 
unskilled and volunteer labour can be em- 
ployed. Buildings are still largely in wood, 
and prefabricated methods of construction 
are being applied as far as possible. The 
mechanical plant used is mostly of the civil 
engineering type, comprising excavators, 
bull-dozers and other equipment for site 
clearance. In addition, machines are being 
developed both for cleaning and restorin 
salvaged materials, and for making use o 
salvage for the production of new build- 
ing materials. It is instructive to note 
that Soviet organisation does not provide 
for a centralised plant pool because of the 
wide variety of conditions that exist, but 
it does include a most important facility— 
the provision oi special shops for the repair 
and renewal of plant. 

In Europe generally, machines are being 
developed to turn bomb rubble into suit- 
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able building materials and to prepare old 
but undamaged bricks for re-use. A par- 
ticular feature of Swiss practice is that 
the cheapness of electricity makes possible 
the extensive use of electric power on 
building sites. 

Probably the most useful lesson that 
this country can learn from abroad is the 
importance of the proper organisation of 
plant, both in the way in which it is used 
and also in the care given to its main- 
tenance. This point leads to consideration 
of the general problems associated with an 
extended use of ‘mechanisation. 


Organisation. 

For mechanisation to be most effective 
it is generally necessary that it should 
be as complete as possible, so that the 
whole process of building a house is speeded 
up. Furthermore, it shows the best re- 
sults when the site to which it is applied 
is a large one. Mechanisation demands 
planned delivery of materials, efficient site 
organisation and accurate programming. 
As an example, consider the use of a 
mechanical elevator to raise bricks from 
the ground fo scaffold height. Even the 
simplest of such elevators is able to handle 
bricks much faster than the number of 
bricklayers that can be employed on a 
single house can lay them. It is there- 
fore necessary, in order to reduce idle 
machine time, to load up the scaffold of 
one house, then to move on and repeat 
the process at subsequent houses, and 
finally to return to the first house to re- 
peat the whole cycle. This implies very 
detailed organisation, which will include 
the correct positioning of the stacks of 
bricks in relation to each house and also 
the programming of the job to suit the 
machine. Furthermore, such a procedure 
calls for the mechanisation of other build- 
ing processes, so that the use of the 
machine may show not only a reduction in 
labour costs, but also an increase in the 
speed of house production. 

Another matter of great importance 
which comes under the general heading of 
organisation is the question of plant main- 
tenance. The depreciation that must be 
allowed on mechanical plant at present 
used on building sites is much greater than 
it need be, due to the rapid deterioration 
caused by lack of adequate maintenance. 
Machinery cannot be expected to run con- 
tinuously unless a regular maintenance 
schedule is enforced and unless suitably 
trained personnel are available to carrv out 
this schedule. 


Cost. 

The capital outlay necessary for mechani- 
sation is substantial, and is beyond the 
capacity of all but the bigger contractors. 
Large plant is generally hired, but it is 
unreasonable to expect the hire-firms to 
speculate on the newer small-.and medium- 
sized plant that is becoming available to 
meet, house-building needs. It is felt that 
consideration might be given to the set- 
ting up by the appropriate Government 
Department of plant pools from which all 
types of builders’ plant would be available 
at hire rates consistent with those that 
could be charged by a non-profit-making 
concern. Such an organisation would 
assist the introduction of new plant and 
would also be able to ensure that all 
plant would be satisfactorily maintained. 
The local authorities might well become 
the agents for such a pool. It is realised 
that this proposal raises many issues which 
need careful investigation, but it is sug- 
gested that the advantages which might 
arise deserve serious attention. 

A particular instance where action would 
seem to be called for arises in the case of 
the new towns. The development Corpora- 
tions are charged with ensuring that the 
construction of the new towns should be as 
rapid as possible. It is suggested, there- 
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fore, that each Corporation should consider 
setting up its own — of builders’ plant 
and ensuring that maximum possible 
use is made of mechanisation. 


Trade Unions. 

Mechanisation raises many points that 
are of gear eed importance to the build- 
ing trade 
joint consideration of the problems by 
scientists, building technicians and opera- 
tives would be of considerable value. It 
is clear that mechanisation cannot be 
acceptable unless the workers themselves 
gain their share of the extra profits ob- 
tained, and unless they receive real vroof 
of the effectiveness of the full-employment 
policy. After acceptance, the most im- 
portant steps to be taken by the building 
trades unions concern modifications to 
building workers’ training schemes. 
tails are outside the scope of this paper 
and should be worked out between the 
unions and other organisations concerned. 


SUMMARY OF ACTION ARISING 


1. It is important that the mechanical] 
plant that is available should be used as 
bigs as possible. 

2. It is essential that site organisation 
be improved and expanded te meet the 
demands of mechanisation, and particularly 
to ensure that mechanical plant is ade- 
omen meaeieed. 

3. Consideration should be given to a 
Government-sponsored plant-hire scheme. 

4. Development Corporations for the new 
towns should encourage mechanisation by 
setting up their own pools of mechanical 


plant. 
APPENDIX. 


AVAILABLE TYPES.OF MECHANICAL PLANT 
SUITABLE FOR HovusE-BUILDING. 


1, Earth Movinc. — Excavators for 
foundation construction or the laying of 
drains and_ services. Available types 
include multi-bucket, continuous 
chain and wheel, single bucket, and 
plough. Bull-dozers, angle-dozers, 
scrapers, with various attachments for the 
site clearance or the back-filliig of 
trenches. 

2. MaTERIALS HaNDLING.—Dumpers for 
placing foundation concrete. Concrete 
pump for pouring foundations or concrete 
structures. Mobile tower hoists for 
raising bricks, mortar, blocks, con- 
crete, etc. Continuous chain bucket 
elevator for bricks or mortar. Special 
stillage and truck for transporting bricks. 
Special bin and truck for transportin 
mortar. Cranes for handling slabs an 
other heavy or bulky units. Roller con- 
veyors for handling slabs and other heavy 
units. Cranes with special skips for con- 
crete pouring. 

3. CONSTRUCTIONAL TECHNIQUES. — Pile- 
driver for pile foundations, where these 
are necessary. Rising or unit scaffolding 
to maintain the bricklayer’s- work at 
optimum height. Building jigs to speed 
= and simplify brick or block laying. 

ortar box to speed the laying of mortar 
in ype Pointing guns. Plaster 
box to simplify the application of plaster. 
Cement gun equipment for covering large 
areas with a thin layer of cement. Ex- 
ternal rendering equipments to provide 
various types of external finish. Wall- 
paper machine to trim, cut and paste wall- 
paper in a single operation. Craftsmen’s 
electric or pneumatic hand tools. This 
includes such tools as drills, saws, planes, 
screw-drivers, nut-runners, sanders, 
ehisels, hammers, brick-cutters, shears, 
etc. Paint-sprayers for large surface 
areas. 

4, OVERCOMING WEATHER CONDITIONS.— 
Ready-made equipment does’ not exist, 
but much can be done by means of im- 

ovisation. Temporary covers, site 
ighting, and pre-heating of concrete 
could all be provided. 

5. PROCESSING OF Marterrats.—Concrete, 
mortar and plaster mixers driven by 
petrol engine or electricity. 

6. PROVISION OF PowER.—Various sizes 


unions, and it is considered that 
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of compressor for driving pneumatic tools 
and sprayers.. Various sizes of electric 
generator for site lighting or to drive 
power tools. In most cases this plant 
can be made unnecessary by providing 
mains power from the earliest stages on 
building sites. 


LAW REPORT 


THE STEVENAGE NEW TOWN SCHEME. 
SUCCESSFUL APPEAL BY THE MINISTER 


Court OF AFPEAL. 
Before Lorp Oaxsey (LorD Justice) and 

Lorps Justices Morton and TUCKER. 
Franklin and Others v. Minister of Town 

and Country Planning. 

This was an appeal by Mr. Silkin, the 
Minister of Town and Country Planning, 
from the judgment of Mr. Justice Henn 
Collins in the King’s Bench Division 
quashing the Minister’s Order dated 
November 11, 1946, appreving the Steven- 
age New Town (Designation) Order, 
1946. 

The objectors who challenged the 
Minister’s Order were Mr. W. V. 
Franklin, of Rook’s Nest Farm, Steven- 
age; Mr. G. L. Hearn, of Corey’s Mount, 
Stevenage, and Mr, M. R. Tetley, of The 
Priory, Stevenage. Hiis lordship decided 
that these objectors had satisfied him 
that the Minister had not on the con- 
troversy between himself, as Minister, 
and the objectors, as complainants, a 
mind open to conviction, but had meant 
to confirm his Order whatever the force 
of the objections, trusting that some 
solution would be found. As that in- 
volved a denial of natural justice, the 
Order must be quashed. 

From this result the Minister now 
appealed. 

he Atiorney-General (Sir Hartley 
eee K.C.) —_ Bm Mr. Nes L. 

arker), in support o @ appeal, con- 
tended that Mr. Justice Henn Collins’s 
judgment was wrong in law and that his 
conclusions of fact on the evidence were 
not justified. In particular, there was 
no evidence to justify the judge’s finding 
of bias against the Minister. 

Proceeding, counsel submitted that 
even if the position of the Minister was 
a quasi-judicial one, it only meant that 
within the procedure laid down -by the 
New Towns Act, 1946, the Minister had 
to act fairly. The Minister’s position 
under the Act was administrative rather 
than judicial. It was the national 
interest which was the over-riding con- 
sideration, and though the Minister 
might come to the conclusiom that in a 
particular case the objections were so 
strong as to be virtually unanswerable, 

et in the national interest they must 

ut on one side. 

r. Arthur Capewell, K.C. (with him 
Mr. G. D. Squibb), ape the judg- 
ment of Mr. Justice Henn Collins on 
behalf of the objectors. 

At the conclusion of the arguments the 
court allowed the appeal. 

Lord Oaksey, giving jud t, dealt 
with the allegation that the Minister was 
biased and that the s h he had made 
at Stevenage before the Act of 1946 was 
passed showed that he and the Govern- 
ment had then made up their minds that 
Stevenage was to be one of the new 
towns. He fhis ee? said that 
Mr. Justice Henn Collins had, based his 
findings of bias in the Minister on the 
objections concerning water supply and 
disposal of sewage, but it was never 
suggested that the question of water 
supply had presented an impracticable 
project. Mr. Justice Henn llins was 
right in holding that the onus was on 
the objectors to show that the Minister 
had not had an open mind when he 
made the Order. In his lordship’s 
opinion the evidence relating to sewage 
disposal and water supply afforded no 
evidence of bias against the Minister. 
It was clear that when a site for a new 
town was designated, all the problems 
could not be gone into and decided in 
detail. ; 

On the question raised as to the public 
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inquiry held at-Stevenage-not-being as 
prescribed by the Act because-no repre- 
sentative of the Minister was present, no 
witnesses called on his behalf, and no 
case in support of the designation of 
Stevenage as the site for a new town had 
been put forward, there was no obliga- 
tion on the inspector holding the 
inquiry to insist on having the case in 
favour of the Order put forward, and the 
only hong sy, wher e Minister after the 
inquiry had held was to consider 
fairly and in good faith the report of 
the official who held it. 

Proceeding, his genie said he 
expressed no opinion on the policy of 
the Act. That was not a matter for the 
court. In his opinion, the evi 
relied on by the judge as to bias in the 
Minister did not support that finding, 
and consequently the objectors had not 


“discharged the onus which was on them 


of showing that the Minister was biiased 
when he made his . In these 
circumstances the appeal would be 
allowed. 

The other members of the court 
concurred. 

The abjectors were given leave to 
appeal from the judgment, provided the 
— to do so was lodged within four 
weeks, 


OUR BUILDING LOSSES 


NATIONAL FEDERATION PRESIDENT’S 
APPEAL 

An appeal to the building industry to 
increase production by one-third over the 
rest of the year in order to make 
the loss due to weather conditions during 
the past three months was made this week 
ps Mr. E. J. Smith, of Cardiff, President 
of the National Federation of Buildin 
Trades Employers, speaking at the annua 
meeting of the Midland Federation in 
Birmingham. 

“If the output on the site could be 
increased by one-third,’ said Mr. Smith, 
** and I firmly believe it could be, pravided 
the materials are available, the enormous 
loss which we have suffered during recent 
weeks, and which the country has not yet 
begun to realise, could be made good. 
Frost, floods and the fuel crisis have made 
nonsense of the building programme for 
1947. Houses unbuilt, factories not 
erected, schools not even started: that is 
the sorry story. For many weeks past the 
building industry has been t im 
enforced and very unwelcome idleness. 
Employers and employed have both 
suffered, but the country has suffered far 
more. Is it too much to ask that we 
should now set to and make good the 
wastage? And is an increase in produc- 
tion of one-third too much to ask, when 
we remember that even that increase 
would probably leave us below the 
industry’s 1938 production level. 

‘‘The need for increased output, which 
both sides of the industry are pledged to 
secure, has been made increasingly uagent 
by the recent loss of construction. How 
much ‘has been lost no one yet knows, but 
it has obviously been enormous. Building 
employers recognise the urgency of the 
problem, and the National Federation 
which represents them has accepted the 
principle of incentives as one of the means 
of solving it. We are now trying to find 
a way to put that principle into practice 
at the earliest possible moment. To work 
out. a system of incentives in a complex 
industry like building, where work is 
carried out not in factories but on sites 
with widely differing conditions, each 
of them affected by each of the thousand- 
and-one operations to be carried out, is 
far from simple. But a solution must. be 
found, and found quickly. It probably 
lies in focusing attention on general 
principles, rather than in the formation of 
a detailed and rigid national scheme.” 
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SOFTWOOD TIMBER 

., /BOARD OF TRADE EXPLAINS... . 
An abstract: of the situation with 
regard to the supply of softwood timber 
has recently been issued by the Board 
of Trade. Following are abstracts from 
the report:— orgy 
The White Paper on the Housing, Pro- 
gramme .((Om: ce 
timber, predicted that ithe \existing 
serious: shortage would continue. It is 
now certain that no relief may be ex- 
pected in the first half of 1947 and—in 
the absence of favourable developments 
unlikely that.the turn of the year will 
show a marked improvement in general 


supply.: 

What is the Board of Trade Timber 
Control doing to secure for Great Britain 
a maximum share of, overseas pr 
tion? A: mission; headed: by the Timber 
Control, has visited Canada and has had 
consultations with the Canadian autho- 
rities. Canada—her Government. and 
her great: lumber industry—responded 
magnificently during the war .to the 
claims for timber imposed. upon her by 
the Mother country.' ‘This, despite the 
needs of het highly geared war industry. 
She is-responding no less generously to 
aid our. reconstruction, and it is hoped 
that the 1947 import of Canadian  soft- 
wood into the. United Kingdom will be 
in excess of ‘that of 1946. The mission 
has also visited U.S.A. Discussions are 
now in ‘progress with the Soviet. Trade 
Delegation and with the Governments of 
Finland, Yugoslavia, Czechoslovakia and 
Austria. ‘Timiber Control is in day-to- 
day contact with Sweden, and it is hoped 
soon to reach a stage of more detailed 
negotiations. These negotiations will be 
complicated by the knowledge that 
Suellen must obtain more coal if she is 
to produce more sawn softwood for ex- 
port, and Finland needs iron and steel 
mm order to fulfil her reparation obliga- 
tions to Russia. The position in 
Rumania and Poland remains difficult. 


Softwood Stocks. 

Many softwood imports are seasonal 
and must be concentrated into the period 
when overseas ports of shipment are free 
of ice. Suitable conditions normally 
occur between May and November. As 
a@ measure of prudence, therefore, stock 
in the United Kingdom is built up to a 
peak in December and largely exhausted 
during the succeeding five months. Ex- 
perience gained during the war sug- 
gested that a breakdown of distribution 
might follow in. the late Spring if, stock 
at Dassnehee 31 fell much below 500,000- 
550,000: standards. .On December 31, 1945, 
it, stood at 563,000 standards; on Decem- 
ber 31, 1946, at the dangerously low level 
of 214,000 standards.’ In considering this 
tast figure it must be récognised that it 
embraces a fair. percentage of wood in 
sizes ‘arid: specifications. suited only, to 
specialised. and not to general usage. It 
is inevitable, therefore, that holders of 
licences will have increasing difficulties 
in locating the sort of supply which they 


In conclusion, the report states : Users 
of timber have shown a patience which, 
in the face of continued ‘frustration and 
‘restriction, -is exemplary. They have 
recognised the difficulties and. through 
their industrial organisations, have been 
co-operative and helpful. The outlook 
for the moment is not promising, but 
the timber potential of the world is vast. 
A ‘small percentage improvement in 
world’ production would ensure to 
Britain a supply comparable with pre- 
war import, subject, of course, to our 
ability to provide the main supplying 
eountries with the goods they need for 
their own requirements. 


Building Science Abstracts. 

Building Science Abstracts Nos. 6 and 
7 (Nos. 739-865 and 866-1,004) have recently 
been published by the Department of 
Scientific and Industrial Research. 
Copies, price 1s. 6d. net each, are obtain- 
able from H.M. Stationery Office. 


id. 7021), in its reference to. 


roduc-- 


THE BUILDER’ 


FIRES FOR NEW HOUSES. 


APPROVED DESIGNS 


Betrer designed and more economical 
fires, stoves and’ cookers are to be in- 
stalled in new houses as a result of re- 
search into appliances which burn solid 
fuel. Some are already being produced 
on a large scale. 

The Minister of Health, Mr. Aneurin 
Bevan, has sent housing authorities a list 
of post-war types which have been 
approved by the Department of Scientific 
and Industrial Research and by the fuel 
engineers. of the Ministry of Fuel and 
Power, so that authorities can consider 
them for their new houses. More appli- 
ances are being tested, and additions will 
be made to the list, which includes open 
fires (with or without back boilers), con- 
tinuous-burning open fires with back 
boilers, openable stoves and continuous- 
burning cookers. 

The Ministry of Fuel and Power. is 
shortly to open permanent exhibitions of 
recommended solid fuel appliances in 
London and Glasgow. In the meantime, 
the Minister of Health has notified local 
authorities that the applianees can ‘be 
seen at the showroom of the Women’s 
Advisory Committee on Solid Fuel, 18, 
South: Molton-street, London, W.1. 

The following are the types of approved 
appliance which have been recommended 
to local authorities : Openable ‘stoves (in- 
set: type) with back boilers; continuous- 
burning open fires with back boilers (with 
or without convection); improved open 
fires with back boilers (with or without 
convection); improved open fires without 
back boilers. Cookers :' Continuous4burn- 
ing, with boilers :—(a) semi-insulated— 
continuous-burning free-standing, with 
boilers; (b) combination grate—continu- 
ous-burning, with boiler; (¢c) back-to-back 
grate—continuous-burning, with boiler. 


Fifth Year as President. 

At the 2%h annual general meeting of 
the British Electrical Development 
Association, held in London, the Rt. Hon. 
Lord Brabazon of Tara, P.C., M.C., was 
elected President for the fifth year in 
succession. Sir Leonard Pearce, C.B.E., 
D.Se., was elected Vice-President. 
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~ PRODUCTION FORUM 


* « Economic and Social Causes for 
Drop in Output ”’ 
To tHE Epitor or The Builder 


Sm,—I feel I must write with reference 
to. the letter published in. Zhe Builder 
for March 21, signed E, Carran. 

I am the manager of a building firm 
with headquarters in London and have 
had considerable experience in dealing 
with various types of building work in 
that area. During the war and since I 
have employed operatives upon contracts 
comprising bomb damage repairs, tempor- 
ary yonning and permanent housing and 
flats, and [ have no hesitation whatever 
in saving that, in my opinion, the output 
on all of these jobs has been very much 
oer than was obtained before the year 


I see that Mr. Carran refers to “ at- 
tempts to make the building workér work 
harder.” Surely a better description 
would be ‘‘ attempts to make’ the building 
worker, work less slowly.’’ As to his 
amazing statement that the workers em- 
ployed in the building industry are 
“* craftsmen of a very high order,’’ I only 
wish he could have seen the majority of 
the specimens we have had to employ 
recently, not only upon bomb damage re- 
pairs but upon temporary housing and 
permanent housing contracts. They can- 
not possess the high degree of intelligence 
with which Mr. Carran credits them, 
otherwise they surely would not persist in 
their policy of ‘‘ go slow,’”’ which is de- 
liberately sabotaging the efforts of the 
present Government who were, after all, 
elected to power to help such people as 
them. 

I know of one permanent housing job in 
London to-day which will provide accom- 
modation, when and if it is ever com- 
pleted, for hundreds of families, upon 
which at no time has the rate of brick- 
laying exceeded 200 bricks per day per 
man. As Sid Field would say—‘‘ What a 
performance !”’ 


London, W.1. 


Building Firm’s Production Plans 


Some of the plans being made for 
improving methods of working and for 
securing a greater drive on housing sites 
in the north-west are mentioned in 
Cubitt’s News, the weekly news-sheet of 
Messrs. Holland and Hannen and Cubitts, 
Ltd., Liverpool. 

‘*'We are pleased to record,” it states, 
*‘ that we are achieving a very good close 
working arrangement with several of the 
authorities by whom we are employed, and 
that at Wrexham we are shortly to obtain 
even greater unity than before. We have 
proposed joint fortnightly progress meet- 
ings, at which the officials of the Wrexham 
Borough Council and the Wrexham Rural 
District Council will be’ present, together 
with our representatives, and, we hope, 
an official of the Welsh Board of Health. 
These meetings will be held for the sole 
purpose of trying to speed completion of 
all B.LS.F, houses in the Wrexham area, 
and every effort will be made to bring 
into the open all the snags and difficulties 
which hinder progress of the work, and 
to try to find the proper solutions. 

‘*TIn addition to these regular meetings, 
we are giving the question of double day 
shifts a considerable amount of thought. 
It may be possible to introduce a second 
shift on some operations, and if this is pos- 
sible we shall. be interested to know the 
reactions of the men on the jobs. The 
housing problem is acute, and we are 
driven to the inevitable conclusion that 
the maximum use must be made of the 
months when daylight hours are. longest.” 


Epwarp W. CorperRy. 
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RATES OF WAGES IN THE BUILDING TRADE 


(Every endeavour is made to ensure accuracy, but we cannot be responsible for errors) 





Town. Grade. 
Aberavon ....... See ceesee A 
Aberdare ........ Gevenes : 
Abergavenny ceccvece’s 
‘Abingdon ...... Sacedcc cha 
-Accrington ..... occcccces 
Addlestone ....... obssecd 
Aldeburgh ......... coecokn 
Aldershot Seiende A2 
Alfreton U.D. ......... +--A 

_. See ae 
Altrincham .;.... Joaedaes A 
eee oocedan 
Amersha soccdscvcce Al 
Ammanford .....ee000- A 
Andover ......... cbuseey A2 


A2 
Ashby-d6'ls-Zouch ULD...A 
Ashby Woulds U.D...... F 


Barrow-upon-Soar R.D. 

(exc. Thrussington J A2) ..A 
EE noua’ 0605 60éneBine A 
Basford R.D. (exc. a 

a ay A2). <i 


seer eweeeee 






a asheinccotheunes Al 
ME cacobecaxetevesesd A 
Baxteciey hee tiaG © gat aio® Al 
Beaconsfield & District ~<a 
See re id veceepe A 
Bearpark .....ccccccccess A 
ME ascancuoes cscccche 
Bedale B.D... .crccccceseece A 
Bedford... cccccccccccss A 
i Br. akusetmeaeene A 
a ee A 
eeten ‘ genet U.D.A 
DS GR rrr 
DD cov csccvdccesseess A 
Seneasmsd Al 
BD codéaccone vovcden 
eer ee Al 
MP cccncecdsaceecs A 
Bexhill-on-Sea .......... A2 
i REO cccccccecsess 
Billericay ..... Nedeeenes Al 
Bilingharn’ eT kvebeats > 
Bilsthorpe ........sceee- A 
irchington ».........6- A2 
Birkenhead ........ nist 
Birmingham C.B. -tA 


Bishop Auckland : 
poner 's Stortford 


base A 
Blackburn A 
Blackpool oA 
Blackwell R.D. code 
Blaydon U.D ae 
= eeess m = 
IBiythh ....cccccccce on 
‘Bognor Regis .........- A2 
Boldon U.D. ......ccee- A 
Bolsover U.D. .......+.... A 
BOMOR 20s dcctccbocccece A 
Bourne End ...........- Al 
Bournemouth District ..Al 
= seis deevbesdan A2 
Serre A 
aeetieeh-on-hibain ennene A2 
Braintree ......-..0s00- A2 


Breconshire, County of. .tA3 
Knoll P A2 





KEY TO SCHEDULE OF GRADE RATES. 
Grade Classification.. A Al A2 A3 
Craftsmen its ves ae 2/5t 2/5 2/44 
ies ww. 2/- 1/113 1/113 1/11 
















eee eee eee ee ee 


MENG, cacaes:si vom papa Ai Newark-on-Treat R'D. ..Al 
Chester-le-Street U.D A Sasleete .......scceoc old PP a0 titncwees sdewde A2 
Chichester aon mane LLIIIIIITAR | Newoatle-oneiyie 200.04 
Chippenham (inc. Chippen- Me... cess ery iewcastle-under-Lyme ....A 

ham Within and Haywards Heath ........A2 New Forest District ...... A2 
a’ wr Hemel Hempstead ...... Al Newmarket. ......ccccces A2 
pee y Henley-on-Thames ...... A2 | Newport, Mon .......... A 
Pes ieee ”A | Hereford ....--.+-. +++; A2 
— vty Herefordshire, Cnty. of ..fA3 
Bette Bay. .ccccccesese --A2 
eee DOD savaxvecdedcs gia 
1 
Coalville UD. on = Siidtepeneunenyene 
Cobham (Surrey High Wycombe .........- Al 
ine 9 — guoosasenness - 
es inckley 4 vn 
=— Bay TAL | Hitchin | --.-.-eseeeeeees Al | Oakham U.D. .......++: A3 
gleto’ ar jasesehioesune A | Oldham........... 


semen eens 

















— y 
Sunningdale ............ Al 
Sutton mr oldfeld M.B. okt 
Swaffham .........++++- A} 
SWORE oo 0 cc cccvccccess A} 
WANSEA 2... esses ocbececs A 
Swindea ....cccccccccece A2 
Swinton U.D. ........---- A 
Tamworth M.B. .........- A 
Tenterden ..cccccccscces 
Tewkesbury .......++++- Al 
Thetford ....:.. A Pe A3 
Thorpe Bay .......--+++ 





Uppingham Glalop) ......A8 
Uttoxeter U.D. .........-A2 








* For Birkenhead Liverpool, and London the rates are :—Craftsmen, 2s. 7}d. ; Labourers, 2s. 14d. In the case of London the rate beyond the 12-mile 


radius is :-—C 


2s. 7d. ; Labourers, 2s. 1 


+ Plus 2d. per working day. 
Ea This is the es rate pe applies except where higher grades are stated. 
ters, Joiners and Plumbers in all towns and districts receive 2d. per day Tool Allowances. 


jore.—Carpeni 
Won’ Rates.—In all districts 


districts throughout the co’ untry the rate of wages for women engaged in craft processes is 1s. 94. per 


40 carry out work other than craft processes, Is. 33d. a bone. 


For Building Trade Wages in Scotland, see page 329. 


hour. Women inroduced 
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PRICES CURRENT OF MATERIALS* 


NOTE.—These prices apply to large quantities of materials at works at London stations, or site, in London area as stated. Prices 
for —— quantities ex merchant’s warehouse will of course be higher. Owing to the exceptional circumstances which prevail at 
the present time, prices of materials should be confirmed by inquiry. The prices of soft woods are for cash on delivery. 


BRICKS, &c. ; ? 

£'s.-@ 

First Hard Stocks .. gia as 610 0 
Second ‘Hard Stocks > ee ion, ee 
Mild Stocks eh 
lig 


All loaded free into lorry at the works. “The questio 
of ‘haulage is still very difficult and 


prices must be 
from job to job. 


Certain Sites in 

London.. PBMA 

L.M.S,. Area, N. 

2% in. Phorp: Stations 

A discount of6 ed. 1 ,000 only per 1,000, per 1,000. 
me account, s. d, rey OB 
oy od Tate 85 0 
es ve. tee 87 0 
Sec Bulinose a st .98,.0 105 0 
‘ > «a, £0. 8 105. 0 
« 9.90 P 105 2 
s. d. 
Best blue Pressed Staffs. (London Stns.),.... 14 11 0 
Do. Bullnose (London ja tebe pecs $s: 3.8 
Blue Wire Cuts (London Stns. 13.6 6 
Best Stourbridge — Brick ACR Stns. }: av 4 
s. d. 
SBOE. codecs 5 3 ¢ PIG caacnds 15 16 6 

G1azep Bricks (London Stns.). Add 334%, to Prices. 
Best White Ivory D’ble Str’tch’rs. . 10 0 
and Salt Glazed D’ble Headers .. 35 10 0 
Stretcher 30 0 O Oneside & two ends39 10 0 
Kise ae 29 10 0 Two sides & one end40 10 0 


Headers 
within Fine 36 10 0 
in. Flats 
Second Quality, £2 per 1, 
and buff, £2 extra over white. Other colours. Hard 
Glaze, £5 10s. extra over white. 


PARTITION SLABS. 


Delivered London Area. 
12 miles radius Charing Cross. 
HoLLow CLAY PARTITION BLOCKS. 
London Brick Company. 
Minimum Lorry “Me Keyed. 





‘RWW 
mrI30 


= 
5 
z 
8 
> 
ES 
gr: 
i 
g 
Fs 
: 


Size 12x9 ope id. 

x9x £ YG. SUPE oes tssscess 

Size 12 x 9.x 2 2 i 

Size 12x9x3 akon 

Size 12x 9x 4” 

HEMPSTEAD_—KEYED Two SIDES. 

4% 5) eee We er Le ex 

PE ES ae 3 0 12x9x4 ... 
Per yard super d/d. Free on site, London. 


Plus 24, for smooth one side, and 4d. for smooth 


both si 
STONE. 


Batu Stone.—Delivered in railway trucks at _ s. 
Westbourne Park, Paddington, G.W:R., or 
South Lambeth, G.W.R., per ft. cube .... 4 

Brer STONE—RANDOM BLOCK: 

Free on rail at Seaton Station per ft. cube 2 
Delivered free on rail Nine Elms, S.R. ,, 3 
Selected approximate size one way, Id. 

cubic ft. extra, selec approximately 

three’ sizes or for special work, per 

cubic ft. extra. 

PorTLAND STONE— 

Brown Whitbed, in random blocks of 20 ft. 
average, delivered in railway trucks at 
Nine Rly., South Lasnbeth 
Station, G. “WR R., and Westbourne Park, 
Paddington, G.W.R. . .. per ft. cube 
Do. do. delivered on road waggons as above 
PROUD nods crois wots om motaee d ft. cub. 4 
White basebed, 3d. per ft. cube extra. 
Nore.—1ld. per ft. cube extra for every ft. 
over 20 ft. average and 3d. beyond 30 ft. 

Horton- Woop Stone— 

F.O.R. Quarries, Wirksworth, Derbyshire. 8. 
Random biocks from 10ft. and over p. pore 13 
NE ROMIINE 6 ci soscdcossnyecies 26 1 
Sawn three or four sides 1 

Yorx Stone,-BLue—Robin Hood Quality. 

Delivered at any Goods Station, London. 
6in. ence sides landings to sizes (under 
SP OID is ov sient sac cee r ft. super 
6 in. rebbed. two. sides, ditto 
3 in. sawn two si slabs (ran- 
ee eee Pe oo 
2in. to 2} in: sawn — 
m sizes) (paving) . a 
14 in. to 2 in. ditto ..........46 
Harp York— 
Delivered at any Goods Station, London. 
Scrappled random blocks per ft. cube 
6in.sawn two sides landings to sizes (under 
40 ft. super) .......-.00. per ft. super 8 
6 in. rubbed two sides, ditto hy 
4 in. sawn two sides siabs (random 
sizes) se'vewesttcebsadecass . 
3 in. ditto 
2 in. self-faced random fiags per yd. super 


WwW AWWN WA 
= IO wr 


d. 
2 
1 
1 





























CAST STONE. PLASTER. 
Delivered in London area in full van loads, per fi. £24 . . £s. d. 
cube-: Plain, 10s. ; Moulded, 12s. 6d. Coarse, Pink 4 7 0. Sirapite, Coarse - 411 6 
Small section and copings, 15s. » . White 416 6 » . Finish 419 6 
Above prices for 1-ton loads and over London Area. 
SAND. Gh Best Ground Rise “He Grey Stone Lime 3 " 9 
Eiemeee Relat... 12s. 6d. per yd. "| GraniteChippings2 8 0 Hair per wt... 3 10 0 
Pit Re oe  - 2 delivered _—-Sacks are «Is. 9d. each, and credited 
Pit Sand -.....++++++ 13s. Od. ,, ,, { 2 miles 1s. 6d. if returned in good condition within three 
Washed as. Let taae 16s. Od. ,, ,, -fadius months, carriage paid. 
je Broken Brick” 13s. Od. ,, | Padding- Stourbridge Fireclay in paper bags, £3 4s. Od., 6-ton 
ce) vd Brick O70 OO. rs oo Cee lots at railway depot. 
Pan Breeze ........ 10s. 94. - 
TILES. 
CEMENT. Delivered at London rate stations in full truck loads 
Best British Portland Cement. Standard Specifica of not less than 6 to 
tion, lelivered on area. d. 
6 ton loads and upwards site ...... per ton 5 15 0 geen er Pg from meee or 
DGD MUIEEINN O50 by 4040 skiecedede tacts 218 O Ditto hand-made ditto 
In paper bags or non-returnable jute sacks tal ditto 
7s. net per ton of cement extra Hip and valley tiles— 
Pi mages bh pid Hardening Cement 45 per dozen) 
ton loa upwards site ............ 
1 to 6 tons site... aa WRT a Tal 340 Nors.—-Breakage in rans, purchasers responsibility. 
paper bags 7s. per ton extra OOD. 
“ Aquacrete ” Water Repellent cement, 31 (6 1 INCH AND UP TRICK. 
per on on oO ry ue Are. 
prices. In paper bags 7s. per ton extra. Average price for prime anality, a se mee. 
— Hardening ” Colcrcrete” in 6-ton 4°16 6| Dty English Wainscot Billets 16 0 to 018 0 
eee eee eee ee eee ee eee eee eee eee ‘. + Oo 
_ i per bags i pon eis Dey Kevonian Bile Weieeos’” 17 8 fo 1 2 8 
Colorcrete ” not rapid-hardening, accord- Square-ed; oor or i heaiibiganey 016 6 
ing to colour. In 4 ton lots from 166/6 Tas Cer Ende heaton ae 
to 390/6 per ton ~ page to colour American ae Sern ee ae tye 013 0 
American 012 6 
013 0 
J 012 6 
“ 417 » Cement (hitra Rapid Hardening) z eeeeeee Rake ood eee eee eee ener aeeee 4 54 : 
Delivered Site London Area in 6 ton lots African Whkewood ..0icccucuis U8 0 
and upwards ............++-s+0--20ee 3.16 6] African Mahogany ...........2.002000- Ol oO 
In paper bags 7s. per ton extra. Australian Walnut |......:...s.s.sss00 019 0 
Super Cement (Waterproof), bags extra .. 4 8 6 Australian Silky 0 OT al el as ac 012 6 
Cullamix Tyrolean Finish.... £7 9 0 to 9 2 6 Best Scotch Glue See aE oy 700 
a ey = pea Sane pay: Liquid Glue ....02220000002. per gallon 2 2 0 
s SOFT WOOD. 
Roman eng ; . ee 7106 
Parian Cement. 6 di Pink 7 4° 6 MERCHANTABLE aoe Co inimoam, Maximum. 
gg in imported sizes £ 
SLATES. by 4in. by 4in. by 11in. 5510 0 6 10 o 
First quality slates from Penrhyn or Portmadec, PLANED BOARDS. 
carriage paid in full truck loads to London Rate Station. Cae PINE. 
, £s. d. 
Kins By Ab i, 3y vcccsecccccccoccgceuse 7910 O 
1 in. by 9 in. Per square 
s. 
o by 45 38 11 3 oe ; 2 7 edge flooring ........+.+++0 4 
: Breaka: i i IM, GIO ccc cc ccc ccccccccccccecese 
tie 09. Sane, puschasers eMpOMANNRy. 17 ioneeed and grooved “0 .cccscocs 64 9 
BS BLD Prac dcgedovdecccinctetcsosas 81 3 
MATCHING. Per apn. 
s. ls 
BU 1s cca ticeauvdvnccscovnsecets pcemhe 45 6 
WU . ccvcdcvatccconcdecccvopeccese Joe 5! 6 
BML cvcwcwccsececesecscsepecccccsnged 67 6 
PLUMBERS’ BRASS WORK. 
Delivered in London. 
M.O.H. 
S.D, Biscocxs CruTcH HEAD, FOR IRON. 
4 in. 61/6 2 in. 104 /6 per doz. 
T Cocks FOR IRON. 
4 in. 95/6 2 in. 157 /- per doz. 
S.D. 5 - Cc FOR ay 





Above photo shows two pairs of a range of King 
Sliding Doors, erected at a large modern factory. 
Note particularly extreme height and heavy con- 
struction. All over the country leading firms have 
installed King Sliding Doors, and found them to give 
long and satisfactory service. 


GEO. W. KING LTD. 





We Ca ee H-E-R-T S$ 


2 in 
a "6 107 /6 4h ds Hor 5 537+ per doz. 
S.D ‘. a Hing UNIONS vk LEab. 


Py eee 
102; 16 ay 26416 368 438 ("736 736/- per doz. 
aga Nut ao SCREWS. 


Zin. lin 
sin 1o- 31- Pa 103 (136 130" per dou 
Ef. <aeaen BALL ve 


13 in 
a 33% 169 /- 338 |- P| em 
CaPs AND —, 
lt in. 14 in. 2 in. 


3in. 34 in. 4in 
21/6 24/6 41/- 61/6 82/- 102 /6 per doz. 


14 in, 2in. 3 in. in 4 in. 
2416 29/- 63/6 80/— 98/6 per doz. 
Leap TRAPS WITH Brass CLEANING 
13x6 Ib. 14.x6 lb. 2x7 lb. 3x7 bb. 
Lead P. 49/— 61/6 98/6 133/— per doz. 
Lead S. 58/6 74/- Hg 139 /— per doz. 
So_peR.—-Plumbers’, 2 /4, Tinmen’s, 3 Blow pipe 
key T re Ib. Basi: 
pper Tu per is. 
Brass Tu 2 j04 b. Basis. 


Basis prices are nH aad to extras: 
* The won ry a ae on this page has 
BUuILDeER, oath is co 


iS a & oo clon oo ie 
necessarii 
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PRICES CURRENT OF MATERIALS—(contd.) 


See Note at top of preceding page. 
METALS. 
&c., TO LONDON STATION, PER TON— 
R. S. Joists, cut and fitted ...... edee 00 
i eyes wisee mae -O 
” Stanchions ...... sede 00 
Mia Ripa Welle vases cgcgi sacs. caceke : 5000 
Nore.—These are for standard pieces and not 
special pieces of an awkward nature. 
MILD STEEL ROUNDS.—To London Stations, per 
£ s. d. Diameter. 4s 4 
ORIN iz adrohe 2215 0 
My ocope 23 15 0 gin. to2jin. 22 S O 
a Sececs BS <0 
AND FiTTincs. 


Deliveries fi London stock further 249 
: Tuben Pubeiad. and 2 CFG Piaaees. 
‘e Sg 19 e Pal — 
Light weight ...... %; 2 $i $i 
weight .... ad 
Galv. lightweight -; 30 — a 20 30 


. hea i 20 
Tubes a atedess sizes ; lt” ang pao 
extra of 


5% less gross. 
Fittings. Figs. 25 /34 5% less gross discount. 
Terms.—Nett cash end of month following date of 
invoice. Carriage paid on lots of £10 nett value and 
= 
Havr-Rounp GutrTers.—London Prices ex 
Works, peryd-in 8 eau. Stop 





LC. Coatep Drain Pipe. 








= a per yard. Bends. Branches. 
in E 
4in. SR 8 Scceca= Se 9/8 16/11 
6 in. 2) Sb cevece:) See 20/- 34/8 
Per ton basis 
in London. 
irnon.—Staffordshire Crown, peeeaaae £% 4 
2410 0 
as. 5-¢ 
20 10 0 
BES. Gisek TASS io on eve ciesoadeccesets wt: 6 
Ex Merchant’s Stock. 
per ton (two-ton lots). 
Soft Steel Sheets, C.R. and C.A.— cay ee 
20 gauge 26 5 0 
24 gauge 27 0 
26 gauge ms @ 
Seng Wee: £6 SEA 
es a § 
gauge .. 
26 gai 6 
Galvanised Fiat Sheets, C.R. and C.A 
gauge 6 
24 gauge 6 
26 gauge 6 
d. 
Cut Nails, 3 in. and up 0 





complete houses, included all fittings, two 
coats, and livery to ob, average price tbout 4, 6d 
to 4s. 9d. per foot super. 
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BUILDING TRADE WAGES IN SCOTLAND 


Following are grade rates authorised by the Scottish N.J.C. from January 1, 1946. Every 
endeavour is made to ensure accuracy, but we cannot be responsible for errors that may occur. 


Grade Classification A Craftsmen ...... 

ee Samad A Dumfriesshire -A Inverness 
Ayrshire .......... A PE A Inverurie 
ED sciasi sn << 2s A Dunoon ........ A Kincardineshire 
ee Diese sis * DPE: vcccenve - Kinross-shire 
Broughty Ferry ....A. | Edinburgh ......A pene a sade 
Clackmannanshire A a. LEokese Rae A Moni 

‘orfarshire ...... A nifieth ... 

RR deanacc acs r G rt he —— and Naira 
Dunblane ........ - be SAE ae ee Rveasads 
Dumfries ........ Hamilton ........ A Perth 








The Scottish N.J.C. award on which Ste Seent, Oop nt pee any variation 


A ’ wages, which will be considered by the 
The i information given in this table is copyright. 








Council of the Apprenticeship 


. Painters’ rates : 2/6 Grade A ; 2/5 Grade B. (Grade B towns are Banff and Moray and Nairn). 








GLASS. 
SHEET GLASS, ORDINARY GLAZING QUALITY 
CUT SIZES. 


Per ft. aes. 
Ce i Pee ee eT eT er Rnuccdsakvenedeeanees® 4 
ML can cn ddgodane cede seeds tnasece ts 3 
ea ML. eitidascnssscucavatedavecssacuneds <o I 
ENGLISH ‘ROLLED’ “PLATE “AND "FIGURED 
Over 500 ft. super of all Per ft. 
R Me tnbacadiecésuccecsehietes 6 
Ro double Ris véreecess Slee 
Rough cast double rolled, im. ..........5--. 7 
Fi ro! and EIUED. Sacedccdaces 7 
Figured rolled and Cathedral, tinted 


CEL Sincevcctwaeraae abe ges th ccecedy 
—— Broad Root, Cross Reeded and eames .. 


Rolled ial ke 6 is 4 same price as rough cast double 
rolled. 





Per ft. 

s. da 

WH Re Be, CINE 6 onic. obs ccd ces cFecencue 93 

POO TREE Ci cavcanesceccecvecaen 0 103 

HOLLOW GLASS BLOCKS. & s. 

P.B. 2—Sjin. x 52 in. x 3% in. 2 6 each net 
P.B. 3—7zin. x 7iin.x 3{¢ in. ae Ee 
P.B. 32—73 in. x 72 in. x 3gin. .. 3 6 ,, 

Radiused Corner Brick to match up with— 

P.B. a, ee 
P.B. a 
P.B. a ae 

re es ae 

ha ion 

) ce S33 2 

kegs) 690 

te Lead Paint (Uns fee) gall. : ; } 

4 217 0 

Size, XD quality ............-. fkn. Se A 
Turpentine substitute can be obtained and prices 


vary according to quality from 3 /8 gallon upward< 





Whenever your scheme 
calls for 


METAL WINDOWS 


built specially to suit your 
ee requirements 
always specify 


AY GEE 


LIMITED 
tiie 
100, Westminster Bridge cot 


LONDON 
"Phone: WATerloo 6314 (6 lines) 


for 


Distinctive Metal Windows 














LEAD, &c. 
Per ton. 
Sadhand in Lenten 2 eon) £ea ¢ 
Lgap.—Sheet, English, 34 Ib. and eoee 85 ¢ : 
i ie: 00 
ms deli 16/- a ys 
very, ton extra, 
cular D.cut. 41+ our OOk. Cis aad Goes 4 oak aaa 
under 5 cwt., 3/- cwt. extra. Extra if cut to size. 
ex area, per ton £53 00. Buyers 
pay 
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THE SCOTTISH BUILDER 
NEW BUILDINGS 


Glasgow.—Reconstruction and additions pro- 

pustd’'s at Scotland-st., for Reid & Sons, Ltd. 

lasgow.—Alterations and additions + gd 
at oraleneld. st. for James Lemony | ~ 
which the architects are Thomas Tannabit 
Son, 26-36, Oxford-st., Glasgow. 

Glasgow. raneetone and additions proposed 
for G. and C. Moore, Ltd.,. at Moredunt-st., for 
which the architects are Grayton and MacLean 
113, West Regent-st., Glasgow; factory proposed 
at Helen- st., for which, t the general contractors 
are William Baird & Sons, Ltd., Glasgow. 

St A gy mse 2 ‘proposed at Advanced 
Division school, for which the architect is 
William Watt, "Albert-st., Motherwell. 


OFFICIAL NOTIFICATION 


Paper Control: Prices. 

The Board of Trade have issued the 
Control of Paper (No. 82) Order (H.M.S.0O., 
3d.), which came into force on March 31. 
It provides separate and increased maxi- 
mum prices for imported building boards 
and requires merchants selling such 
boards to —— on the invoice that they 
are imported. It also provides increased 
maximum prices for some base papers for 
plastics and the maximum additions 
which may be made to the pre-war price 
of certain papers sold under Articles 2, 3, 
7 and 8 of the Control of Paper (No. 63) 
Order are also increased. 





Builders at Golf. 


The Spring meeting of the Building 
and Allieg Trades’ Golfing Association 
will take place on y, April 29, at 
the Berkshire Golf Club. Singles and 
Fourball foursomes against bogey will be 
agi The Dyke Cup will be played 

at this and future Spring meetings 
The char re for the t.. nage | 
and subscription, wil 

e £1 2s. 6d. Members, prospective and 
old, who wish to take part should send 
their names not later than “April 17 to 
the Hon. Secretary, Mr. Hubert H. Hill, 
Monument Station Buildi King Wil- 
liam-street, E.C.4. Mr. Hill particularly 
asks present members who have not noti- 
fied cuatemn of address to get into touch 
with him. 


gnly. 
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DOMESTIC FUEL POLICY 


THE “SIMON” REPORT CHALLENGED . 
* Ir is not a sound policy to’commit the” 


housing programme of the country to a sys- 
tem of heating which may shortly become 


completely out .of date,’ states the elec-* 


wre supply industry in a Memorandum 
on the Report of the Fuel and Power 
Advisory Council on Domestic Fuel Policy 
(known as the ‘‘ Simon ”’ Report). 

The Memorandum was prepared by a 

committee appointed by the Electricity 
Supply Joint Committee (representative of 
all municipal and company electricity 
supply undertakings) and by the Council of 
the British Electrical Development Associa- 
tion. 
The Memorandum states that in the 
event of the Government acting along the 
lines moeppees by the Advisory Council, in 
providing solid. fuel, gas and electrical 
appliances, national expenditure must be 
seriously and wastefully increased. It is 
suggested that. ‘before any such action is 
taken, Paige consultations take place be- 
tween the Ministry of Fuel and Power, the 
other Ministries concerned, and the repre- 
sentatives of the electricity supply 
industry. 

The : Electricity .Supply Industry chal- 
lenges the formule used by the Advisory 
Council and the conclusions based upon 
them. Attention should be given to the 
trend of public opinion. 

‘*The Advisory Council,’’ continues the 
Memorandum, ‘‘ appears to have over- 
looked the fact that, in regard to genera- 
tion, distribution, new and improved 
appliances and methods of use and control, 
electricity. is still passing through a rapidly 
moving evolutionary stage. The nature of 
the supply of electricity into the homes of 
the people will remain unaltered for all 
foreseeable time, but the methods of pro- 
ducing, distributing and using it will alter 
and improve. In these circumstances, it 
is not a sound policy to commit the housing 
programme of the country to a system of 
heating which may shortly become com- 
pletely out of date.”’ 


_ Improved Heating Appliances. 


To the suggestion that the Government 
should encourage the production of im- 
proved heating appliances for all fuels and 
for all ‘domestic purposes, the following 
reply is given: ‘‘ The use of solid fuel 
should be reduced to a minimum, to avoid 
costs of transport by rail, sea and road, 
refuse disposal, domestic labour, internal 
decorations, material deteriorations, and 
atmospheric pollution by smoke.” 

The Memorandum also rejects another 
proposal that the main winter space and 
water heating load should be taken by solid 
fuel. This proposal involved greater costs 
in connection with the construction of 


premises, transport and handling of fuel, _ 


the disposal of waste and continued atmo- 
spheric pollution. In addition, it unduly 
limited the use of electricity, and disre- 
garded present and future developments. 
Objection is also taken to the suggestion 
that intermitfent space heating for short 
periods should be taken by gas and elec- 
tricity on the ground that its application 
in practice on anything like a national scale 
might prejudice the most effective use of 
electricity for all purposes throughout the 
country. ‘‘A.. deliberately restrictive 
policy,” it is claimed, ‘‘ is not in the best 
interest of the consumer or the nation.” 


Change of Address. 

Messrs. Spungroove, Ltd., reinforced 
fabric manufacturers, have removed to 
3-16, Woburn-place, W.C.1. Telephone: 
Terminus 7879. 
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FEDERATION OF MASTER 


BUILDERS 


GOVERNMENT’S HOUSING POLICY 
CRITICISED 


Criticism of the Government’s housing 
policy is contained in the annual report 
for 1946 of the National Council of the 
Federation of Master Builders. 

“In spite of the urgency of the situa- 
tion,” the Report states, ‘‘ and the great 
distress occasioned to the community on 
account. of -the shortage of suitable 
accommodation, the Government persist 
in their poliey of frustrating free enter- 
prise building, and the present position 
is that practically all new permanent 
dwelling-houses are being erected under 
contract to civic and local: authorities. 
The consequent interminable delays in 
negotiations, lack of uniformity in con- 
tracts, and the manner of administering 
them has entirely obviated progress and 
the Ministry of Health’s monthly reports 
of houses completed are out of all propor- 
tion to the vital need. . 

“Your Council have made repeated re- 
eer name on the whole subject to the 

inistry, and have also pressed for an 
increase in the ceiling prices for the small 
number of members who have been per- 
mitted to build for private sale. 

“Costs are steadily increasing both in 
respect of materials and labour, and free 
enterprise building can generally only be 
entered into at a loss. In order to assist 
our numerous small builder members 
to retain their businesses during this 
most unsatisfactory period, the Federa- 
tion have, through branch committees, 
negotiated contracts with local authori- 
ties and, as a result, an increasing num- 
ber of members have undertaken new 
housing work. This, however, can only 
be a short term or immediate expedient 
and it is imperative that the public and 
the Government be brought to a realisa- 











ENGINES 


for usein 
CONTRACTORS 
& BUILDERS 
EQUIPMENT 


More manufacturers of this machinery 
have standardised on Lister Engines 
than on any other, because they are 
proven power units. 

Make use of the Lister after-sales 


L service to keep your plant 1s 
R. A. LISTER & CO. LTD. 


DURSLEY, GLOUCESTERSHIRE 
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tion of the necessity for.an alteration in 
pe. The functions of the Government 

epartments concerned should be 
directed entirely towards the manufacture 
and supply of necessary materials, and 
building left to the expert knowledge of 
the industry itself.” 

With regard to building costs, the Re- 
ort states: “‘ During the year costs of 
abour. and material have continued to 
rise and it is apparent, particularly in 
view of the recent Government White 
Paper, that the problem of production 
within the industry has got to be solved 
at an early date. The Minister of Health 
has stated that housing costs have reached 
their zenith and yet we find the opera- 
tives pursuing a claim for substantial 
increases in basic rates of pay. While 
this claim has been rejected, nevertheless 
the solution of the existing problem must 
be found. Nationally, we find the Govern- 
ment pressing for more output, while the 
employee is endeavouring to achieve .a 
five-day week. These claims do not tall 
or assist the present predicament wit 
regard to labour in which the country 
finds itself. Our industry has suffered 
considerable losses of some of its finest 
craftsmen who have left it for all time, 
having sought other trades where con- 
ditions of general employment are 
superior. Your Council are definitely of 
opinion that the solution. to. at least the 
stabilisation of the position. within the 
industry must be payment. to the opera- 
tive of a commensurate amount having 
regard to his output.” 


BUILDING MATERIALS 


AND COMPONENTS 


, PLASTERBOARD 
By the middle of 1947, states the Minis- 
try of Health in ‘“ Plasterboard Note 
No, 3,” it is expected that ‘plasterboard 
will be available in greater quantity for 
traditional housing and other. building. 
Owing to loss of ‘output.in recent weeks, 
however, supplies are still limited, and 
it will be necessary to continue for the 
present the restrictions on the use of 
plasterboard in new houses as set out in 
the previous note, ‘‘ Plasterboard No. 2.’” 
Additional information is given below 
on the three alternatives for plasterboard 
that have been recommended, viz. :, (i) 
Wood laths and lime plaster; (ii) ex- 
panded metal laths and lime plaster; (iii) 
insulating board. . 
Alternatives (i) and (ii): Lath and 
Plaster.—In the interests of speed of ap- 
plication, local authorities would be well 
advised to use gauged lime plaster in- 
stead of lime plaster on wood or ex- 
panded metal laths. Recommended pro- 
rtions are as follows: (a) For gauged 
ime plaster for backing coats the re- 
commended proportions of cement, lime 
and sand are 1:2:9 if hydrated lime is 
used; alternatively, one part cement to 
nine parts coarse. stuff (composed of two 
rts lime putty to nine parts sand) may 
e used. In either case, 9 lb. of well- 
beaten hair should be mixed with every 
cubic yard of coarse stuff. (6) Finishing 
coats should consist of one part lime 
putty, up to one part fine washed sand, 
and one-fourth part of retarded hemi- 
hydrate or anhydrous gypsum plaster. 
Gauged coarse stuff should in all cases 
be used up within two hours of the addi- 
tion of cement and within 30 minutes of 
the addition of -gypsum plaster. ; 
Alternative (iii): Insulating Board.— 
The followi precautions are recom- 
mended to minimise fire risk where in- 
sulating boards are proposed to ground- 
fioor ceilings and the walls are plastered 
in the normal way: (i) The use of ton- 
gued and grooved floor boards on the first 
floor; (ii) the application of a single coat 
of retarded hemi-hydrate gypsum plaster 
or an anhydrate plaster 3-16 in. thick to 
the insulating board ceiling. In this 
event square-edged floorboards may be 
used. No special precautions need be 
taken to first-floor ceilings provided the 


+ wall surfaces are plastered in the normal 


way. 
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NEWS ITEMS | 


British Road Federation. 

The annual report of the Management 
Committee of the British Road Federa- 
tion states: ‘ Whatsoever may be the 
outcome of the Government’s osals 
with regard to inland rt, the need 


for the Federation’s unifying influence - 


and constructive criticism will remain 
and grow. Although there is much to 
cause anxiety, the future of the Federa- 
tion is viewed by the Commijtee with 
confidence.” : 


Fuel, Power and Heat Costing. 

“Fuel, Power and Heat Costing” is 
the title of Fuel Efficiency Bulletin No. 
48, issued by the Ministry of Fuel and 
Power (Fuel Efficiency Committee). The 
bulletin directs attention to the impor- 
tance of knowing the real cost of fuel 
power and steam used on the works and 
an example of a cost statement is given. 
Copies are free and may be obtained from 
the Ministry at Queen Anne’s-chambers. 
Dean Farrar-street, S.W.1. 


National Smoke Abatement Society. 

“ Because of the scarcity of fuel, which 
results in poor quality or unsuitable coal 
being u in many industrial plants... 
there has been a tendency for industrial 
smoke emissions to increase,” states the 
17th annual report of the National Smoke 
Abatement Society. The report, which 
is published from the Society’s central 
offices at Chandos House, Buckingham- 
gate, S.W.1, goes on to comment: “ 
easing of the fuel supply situation, and 
the provision of new plant and equip- 
ment where it is needed will make 
possible from the smoke prevention 
viewpoint the fuller fruition of the fuel 
efficiency campaign of the Ministry of 
Fuel and Power.” 


Toronto International Trade Fair, 1948. 


An International Trade Fair will be 
held from May 31 to June 12, 1948, in the 
Canadian National Exhibition buildings 
in Toronto. Officially sponsored by the 
Canadian Government, it will be the first 
international trade fair ever held in the 
Dominion, and is expected to attract both 
buyers and sellers from all parts of the 
world. The Fair will not be open, ex- 
cept possibly for a limited period, to the 
general public. 

One of the main objectives of the Fair 
will be to demonstrate the possibilities 
of increasing Canadian imports to 
balance an expanding Canadian export 
total. Applications for space in_ the 
various trade sections should be made to 
the Commercial Counsellor, Canada 
House, Trafalgar-square, London, 8.W.1. 
Details regarding classification of ex- 


hibits, cost of space and general regula-. 


tions are expected to be available shortly, 
— a further announcement will 
made. 


Asbestos-Cement Roofing Material. 


The effect of, many years of exposure 
to the weather has been simmlated dur- 
ing tests on asbestos-cemént_ roofing 
material at the Building Research 
Station. Specimens from existing build- 
ings were examined as well as new 
materials sent by manufacturers. Re- 
sults are given in “ Building Research 
Technical iy 3 No. 29—Weathering 
Tests on sbestos-Cement Roofing 
Materials,” published by H.M.S.O., 
Kingsway, London, W.C.2 (price 1s.) The 
usual physical properties of strength, 
variation in length on wetting and dry- 
ing, water absorption, etc., were covered 
by the investigations. Strength tests in- 
cluded impact strength, as well as bend- 
ing and tensile strength, as this becomes 
a factor of some importance in roofs 
covered with large sheets supported. at 
intervals on battens. The artificial 
weathering tests were much more severe 
han the 
materials are 
weathering. 


exposed in normal 
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Building Science Abstracts. 

Building Science Abstracts Nos. 434-573, 
compiled by the Building Research 
Station, Watford, have recently been 
published by the Department of Scien- 
tific and Industrial Research, and copies, 

Tice 1s. 6d., are obtainable from His 
eo gla Stationery Office, Kingsway, 


Living Conditions in Trinidad. 

In view of what has been published 
recently in the national Press with 
regard to the living conditions in 
Trinidad, it may be of interest to many 

our readers 4 know that the 
employees engaged in the winning and 
refining of asphalt from the lake in 
Trinidad (referred to below as _ the 
“pitch lake”) are well looked after in 
this respect. The followi is an 
extract from the report to Parliament of 
a Commission appointed by the Secretary 
of State for the Colonies in 1938 :— 

“ As a result of our visits to the pitch 
lake and to the model village provided 
for workers, we were favourably 
impressed with the housing accommoda- 
tion and medical and other facilities 
afforded by the company for its labour.” 

We commend this statement to all local 
authorities and others who may be 
interested in the use of Trinidad Lake 
Asphalt, and who may perhaps have 
been somewhat disturbed by the reports 
which have been so widely circulated. 


Foamed Slag Producers’ Federation. . 
Owing to the increasing interest in 
foamed slag aggregate the producers of 
this material have, in_ collaboration, 
formed the Foamed Slag _ Producers’ 
Federation to act as technical consultant 
on behalf of its members. The Federa- 
tion will give advice to users of foamed 
slag on its various methods of applica- 








conditions to which -the . 








SPECIAL SEATS 


ARCHITECTS & BUILDERS 
can obtain high-class Chairs and 
Special Seating by specifying ‘‘FIRM- 
BACK CHAIRS” and “CINNAMON 
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Chair Frame Makers to the Upholstering Trade 


FIRMBACK WORKS. ANDREWS ROAD, CAMBRIDGE HEATH 
LONDON, E.8 
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tion, and will conduct research into all 
branches of construction in which foamed 
slag can be used to advantage. The 
founder members of the Foamed Slag 
Producers’ Federation are as follows :— 
Messrs. Appleby-Frodingham Steel Co., 
Scuntho Lincs; essrs. Clugston 
Staveley, Ltd., Staveley, near Chester- 
field; Messrs. Slag Aggregates, Ltd., San- 
ton, Scunthorpe, Lincs; Messrs. Foam- 
slag (Tees-side Production), Ltd., Nor- 
manby Iron Works, Middlesbrough; and 
Messrs. Foamslag (Scottish Production), 
Ltd., 65, Bath-street, Glasgow. Mr, M. 
Gallai-Hatchard has been appointed 
General Manager of the Federation, 
whose offices are at 85-88, Grosvenor- 
gardens House, Grosvenor-gardens, Lon- 
don, S.W.1 (telephone: Victoria 1485). 


TRADE NEWS 
Generators for Builders. 
The Tarpen Engineeri Co., Ltd., 
Ixworth Heel, Lxwonthpisien, *3.W.3. 


announce that they have resumed pro- 
‘duction of their portable ree 
generators and that good delivery can be 
given. These generators supply power 
at 230 v. D.C. for tools used by builders, 
including saws, planes, sanders, drills, 
etc., for wood, metal, stone, concrete and 
brickwork. 


A Variable Stroke Plunger Pump. 


A lin. variable stroke plunger pump, 
which may be put to numerous uses, is 
now betes manufactured by Messrs. 
Atalanta Motors, Ltd., of Staines, and is 
being distributed by their sole agents for 
the British Isles—Messrs. Goodenough 
Contractors” Machinery, Ltd., of Spring 
Grove-road, see mer Middlesex. The 

ump, in standard form, delivers 1,200 
GPL. to a head of 60ft., and then the 
patented variable stroke comes into 
action. As the load increases the stroke 
decreases until the pump gives 120 
G.P.H. at 300 P.S.I. Messrs. Atalanta 
Motors, Ltd., are also making a range of 
portable self-priming centrifugal pumps, 
sizes lin., 14in., 2in., 3in. and 4 in. 


Timber Information. 


Six new Timber Information leaflets 
have just been issued by the Timber De- 
velopment Association, bringing the 
series up to 30 leaflets. Titles of these new 
leaflets are as follows: No. 25, “ Key to 
the Microscopical Identification of the 
Principal Softwoods Used im Great 
Britain”; No. 26, “Details of Nailed 
Timber Roof Truss ’’; No, 27, “ Details of 
Timber Trusses, Slab Type Roof”; No. 
28, ‘“‘ Notes on East African Timbers’; 
No. 29, ‘‘ Notes on Chilean Timbers ”’; and 
No. 30, “‘ Conversion Tables for Timbers, 
Cubic Metres, Cubic Feet and Standards.” 
These leaflets are issued free of charge 
and a binder to hold them conveniently 
can be obtained at cost of 5s. on applica- 
tion to the Timber Development Associa- 
tion, Ltd., 75, Cannon-street, E.C.4. 


FUTURE CONSTRUCTION 
CONTRACTS OPEN 


For some contracts etill open but not in- 
cluded in this list, see previous issues. Those- 
with an asterisk are advertised in this number. 
The dates at the heads of paragraphs are those 
for the submission of tenders; a dagger (t) 
denotes closing date for applications; the name 
and address at the end refer to the person 
from whom particulars may be obtained. 


BUILDING 


APRIL 9. 
+*Bromley T.C.—Conversion of ‘‘ Woodcote,’” 
Elmstead-la., into flats. B.E. 


APRIL 12, 

+*Essex C.C.—Hostel for male nurses at Essex. 
C.C. Hospital, Broomfield. H. Conolly (F.), 
County A. (Est. cost,£10,000.) ‘e3 

t*isle of Ely C.C.—Kitchen and dining-hut 
at Wisbech St. Mary Voluntary Primary school. 
R. D. Robson (A.), County A. Dep. £2 2s. 

t*Tintwistle R.D.C.—10 houses at Speedwell. 
M. Osbaldeston, €., “ Knarrside.” Tintwistle, 
Hadfield, Manchester. Dep. £2 2s. 
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Rit 14, 
+*Bucks e.0-(a) ‘Sasten of dining: hall and 
siethen at Aylesbury Grammar school; (b) erec- 
tion of dining-hall and kitchen at Wolverton 
Grammar school; (c) alterations to existing 
building and erection of additional accommoda- 
tion at “ Tylers ood,” Hazlemere, High 
Wycombe. Acting County Architect, Aylesbury. 
£2 2s. > contract. Tenders by May 8. 
+ Hornsey C.—% flats and 6 maisonettes at 
Connaught and Carlton roads. B.E. and 8. 
Ludiow T.C.— rs of Airey houses at 
Sandoitela. 8. N. Shrimpton & Son, Knighton, 
— SB Fn £3. 


port hod T.C.—Alterations at Low 
Grade fo. Block “@,” Shotley Bridge Emergency 
soe. for nurses’ accommodation. City A. 

Norfolk ©€.C.—Police station at Litcham. 
County A. 


Wembley T.C.—65 flats at Fort; -ave., with 
service road and all site works. ro’ Treas. 


Dep. 
APRIL 15. 
tiock U.D.C.—10 woes at High-st., Bor 
call E. ow 8. Dep. £3 3s. 


AP 16. 
*Luton T.C.—Two Dineks Ee. of — flats at 
Hart Hill estate. B.E. 
+*West Sussex C.C. FE refatvicated | hutting for 
County Library at Lancing. F, R. Steele (F.), 
County A., Chichester. 


Rit 1 
Alton R. po“ nny rr 3 sites. C., 39, 
High-st. Dep. £3 3s. 


APRIL 1 
Salford T.C.—8_ houses yt Eccles Old-rd., 
Pendleton. City E. 


APRIL 19. 

Glastonb T.C.—30 houses at Windmillfield 
estate, site No. lL H, N. wy a 66, 
High- st., Glastonbury. Dep. 

Margate T.C.—Contract No. f Two blocks of 
flats for old people (14 dwellings) at south side 
of St. Peter’s footpath; Contract No. 2: 12 
houses at south side of St. Peter’s footpath ; 
Contract No. 3: peers at north side of Bt. 
Peter’s footpath. W. L. Armstrong, B.Sc., 

Dep, £2 2s. 

St.. Austell U.D.C.—10 houses at Beach-rd., 

Mevagissey. E. and 8. Dep. £2 2s. 


APRIL 21. 
Barnes T.C.—8 flats at Trinity Church-rd. 
B.E. and §. p. £2. 
Berkhamsted U.D.C.—Construction of rein- 
— concrete footbridge. E. and S. Dep. 


*Blackwell R.D.C.—24 houses off Mansfield-rd., 
Hillstown, Derbys. Lenya A and Housing 
Superintendent, ‘ Dale-close,” Chesterfield- 
rd., South, Mansfield. Dep. 22 4 

Hucknall U.D.C.—Contract No. 1: 74 houses 
at Ruffs Farm estate; Contract No. 2: roads, 
sewers, water oe ‘and general site works. 
S. Dep. £2 

APRIL 22. 

*Leominster 7.C.—16 Airey houses at Gate- 
way-la. ‘Walter B. Bond, F.S.I1., Quantity _sur- 
we 3, Newhall-st., Birmingham 3. Dep. 

2 


Poole T.C.—50 houses at Bourne estate, 
Herbert-ave., Parkstone. B.E.. and §. Dep. 
£2 2s. . 

APRIL 23. 

Bebington T.C.—5O0 * scam at Brackenwood. 
E. and Dep. 

Bournemou ¥.0.— Adaptation of Pelhams, 
Kinson, into child ee ~ 92, and maternity 
hostel. .Boro’ A. Dep. 


APRIL 25. 
Southend-on-Sea.—Rebuilding 7 
Leigh housing estate. B.E. Dep. 


APRIL 28. 
Kingston-upon-Hull T.C.—66 flats and one 
shop at Porter-st.-William-st. site. _ City A. 
Dep. £1 1s., payable to City Treas. 


MAY 5. 

*Brentford and Chiswick T.C.—9 aged persons’ 
dwellings and 16 houses at Church-walk, Brent- 
ford. .E. and AS Dep. £5 5s. 

Wandsworth C.—Rebuilding 34 houses on 
Furzedown ay Streatham, 8.W.16. _ Geo. 
Elkington & Son, Architects, Norfolk House, 
ae Pounthey Hill, London, E.C.4. Dep. 


MAY 8. 
t*West Sussex ©.C.—Canteen kitchen and 
dining-room at Northmundham school, nr. 
Chichester. F. RB. Steele (F.), County A., 


Chichester. 
NO DATE. 

*Castle Donington R.D.C.— 22 houses and 
street works at Kegworth; 12 houses and street 
works at Breedon-on-the-Hill; 6 houses at 
Hemington. McCarthy, Collings & Co., Char- 
= Architects, 187, Forest-rd., Coalville. Dep. 

S. : 


houses at 
£2. 
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MISCELLANEOUS 


APRIL 14. 
Hove T.C.—Demolition of C.D. structures. 
Dep. £3 3s. 


B.8. 
Wolv eet Den lition and cl 
o .B.—Demolition lear- 
_, of etatie tanks and shelters. B.E. Dep. 


APRIL 21 
tford and Chiswick ,¢,—Demolition of 
B.E. and 8S. Dep. £2 2s 


mee 


PAINTING, ELECTRIC LIGHTING, 
MATERIALS, ETC. 


APRIL 14. 
Caterham and Warlingham U.D.C.—E. and S 


(Materials.) 
Colwyn Bay T.C. fount ry E. (Materials.) 


Southborough u.bOes. "© materials.) 
APRIL 19, 
Maidstone T.C.—Electrical onan in 112 
houses at Shepway Farm estate. B.S. 


*Salford T.C. uieiog installation at “a ed 
Home, Hope Hospital. City E. Dep. £5 


ROADS, SEWERAGE AND 
WATER — 


APRIL 
Glossop T.C.—Roads me Esuee at Newshaw- 
la., site “ B.” 
Ongar R.D.C. —Roads and ame at Chipping 
Ongar and Stondon Massey. E. and 8. Dep. 


2 2s. 

Penrith R.D.C.—Contract No. 1: Laying and 
jointing of 64 miles of 8-in. and 6-in. bitumen- 
lined steel pipes. Contract No. 2: Enlargement 
of service reservoir. C. Dep. £2 each ang 

Prestwich T.C.—Construction of 400 lin. yds. 
of 9-in. foul sewer, etc., at Agecroft-rd., West. 
B.E. and 8S. Dep. £3 3s 


APRIL 15. 
St. Austell U.D.C.—Roads, sewers og! Sa 
mains at Poltair. E. and 8. Dep. £2 


APRIL 16. 
Atherstone R.D.C.—Roads and sewers, etc., 
at Church Walk site, Mancetter. E. and S. 


Dep. £3 3s. 
+tBognor Regis U.D.C.—Surface water 
drainage. D. Balfour & ‘ 131, Victoria-st., 


Westminster, §8.W.1. Dep 


APRIL 17. 
Cosford R.D.C.—Construction of roads at 4 
sites. C. Dep. £2 2s. 
Oxford T.C. ~Bsels and ge at North Way 
estate. City E. and 8. Dep. £ 
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APRIL 18, 

Wellington (Salop) R.D.C.—1,000 lin. yds. of 
sewers, 6in. and 9 in. dia. Ha, with manholes, etc., 
4 Church Aston. A. H.'S, Waters, MICE. 

25, Temple-row, ‘Birmingham, 2. Dep. £3 3s. 


rity 19. 
Bishop Auckland U.D.C.—Laying of sewers st 
rg Helen’s estate and Tindale-cres. E. and 
i ae ge ees ok A 2s. mA 
U.D.C. urt: essing. 
U.D.C.—Surface dressing. S&. 


RIL 21 
se R. p.c—Reads and sewers at 4 sites. 
dames (L.), Council Offices, Narborough, 

“ bam an Dep. £2 2s. 


t+tNew Romney Ten Works of sewerage at 
housing site. D.‘Balfour & Sons, Consulting En- 
ineers, 131, Victoria-st., Westminster, §.W.1. 


ep. £3. 

Wellingborough R.D.C.—Ecton water supply. 
Contract No. 1: Laying and jointing approx. 
3,000 yds. of 3-in. and 4in. iron water main; 
Contract No. 2: Supply and delivery of approx. 
3,000 yds. of sin, and 4-in. iron water main; 
Contract No. 3: Erection of reinforced concrete 
water tower. Pick, Everard, Keay and Gimson, 
6, nee, Leicester. ep. £2 2s. 

Wycombe R.D.C.—Surface water drainage 
and sewage disposal works at Bourne End. 
aad and Sons, 131, Victoria-st., S.W.1. Dep. 


tWycombe R.D.C.—Roads at Bourne End. 
Brocklehurst and Cooper, Crendon-st., High 
Wycombe. Dep. £2. 


APRIL 23. 
Carlisle T.C.—Formation of Northumberland- 
rd. City E. Dep. £2 2s. 


PUBLIC APPOINTMENTS 
Full details of Public Appointments open will 
be found in the advertisement pages of this 
and previous issues, 


GENERAL BUILDING WORK 


(LONDON) 


City of London.—F.ats.—Plans for 275 flats, 
costing £950,000, have been approved in prin- 
ciple by the Court of Common Council. Flats 
will be in area of Bridgewater-sq. and The 
Barbican. 

Dalston.—ReInsTaTEMENT OF ScHoo..—Work is 
shortly to commence on the repair of war 
damage and additional alterations at Sigdon-rd. 
school. Total cost of work is estimated at 
£32,410. 

Deptford—Fiats.—Plans for the layout of four 
sites in connection with the second-year housing 
programme provide for a total expenditure of 

Highams Park.—Hovses.—Messrs. Trout and 
Dilloway, builders, The Elms, Cannon-hill, N.14, 
are inyestigating the possibility of recom- 
mencing development of Nightingale Hall 
Estate by the erection of houses for sale. 

Holborn.—ReconstructTion oF .Batas.—Baths 
and Washhouses .Committee are requesting 
Finance Committee to include £150,000 in the 
programme for 1948/49 for the reconstruction of 
Endell-st. baths. 

Lambeth.—Crematorium.—Baths and Cemetery 
Committee recommend that an architect nomin- 
ated by the R.I.B.A. be commissioned to pre- 
pare plans and specifications for a crematorium 
on @ site adjoining the cemetery. 

Lambeth.—Fiits.—Housing Committee have 
approved a programme submitted by Messrs. Grey 
Wornum and Partners, architects, for the de- 
velopment of the Wyvil-rd. site. Messrs. Lang- 
don and Every are to be appointed quantity 
surveyors for the scheme. 

Upper Clapton.—F.ats.—Hackney B.C. pro- 
pose to accept a tender for £139,7% by Messrs. 
James Stewart & Sons (Tottenham), Ltd., 174, 
West Green-rd., for 90 flats on the Warwick. 
grove (North) site. 


(PROVINCIAL) 


Bakewell.—_R.D.C. propose 76 houses at 
Basiow, Bradwell, Tideswell, Great Longstone, 
Winster and Beeley. 

Barnard Castile.—R.D.C. approved plans for 
additions at penicillin factory for Glaxo Labora- 
tories, 

Belper. —U. D.C. approved layout for 60 houses 
at Raper: la. Plans by A. P. Taylor. 

Billingham-on-Tees.—Durham County E.C. to 
erect secondary school at Roseberry-rd. estate. 

Blackpool.—T.C. approved factory_off Collins- 
ave., Lansdowne, for K.W. Bodies, Ltd. 

Bolton.—E.C. propose county primary school 
at Sharples. 

Brompton and Sawdon.—North Biding E.C. 
propose reconstruction of school at £7, 

Burniey.—Massey’s Burnley Brewe Co., Ltd., 
Bridge End Brewery, propose hotel at Brun- 
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shaw-rd. Plans by Hitchon & Pickup (L.), 46, 
Manchester-rd. : 

Coventry.—E.C. propose school at Sadler-rd. 
and Halford-la., Keresley. : 

Darley Dale.—Derbys. E.C. propose extending 
school and erection of secondary modern school- 

Daventry.—Grammar School. Governors pro- 
pose physics laboratory and canteen. — 

Dewsbury.—T.C. approved: Additions at 
Batley Carr Mills for J. Ellis & Co., Ltd. ; ware- 
house, Carlton-rd., for J. Horsfield & Co., Ltd. ; 
additions at Crown Paper Mills, Savile Town, 
tor Yorkshire Paper Stock Co., Ltd. 

Ecclesfield.—West Riding E.C. propose two 
county primary junior and infants’ schools and 
secondary modern school at Parson Cross estate. 

Flint.—I.C. propose development of Cornist 
Hall site for flats. : 

Fulwood. — Lancs. E.C. 
primary school. : 3 

Gateshead.— Rowell, Lid., 143, High-st., Gates- 
head, seeking site at  Askew-rd. area for 
brewery. S. Finney & Co., Ltd., Grainger-st., 
Newcastle-on-Tyne, to erect warehouse at 
Lobley Hill-rd., to plans by E. M. Betchelor, 
Allenheads, Hexham. J 

Halesowen. — Worcs. E.C. 
houses at Carter’s-la., Lapal. | bge 

Harrow.—U.D.C. approved in principle erec- 
tion by A. W. Curton, Ltd., 71, Edgwarebury- 
rd., Edgware, of 161 permanent houses, 16 aged 
persons’ dwellings and block of flats at Edgware 
golf course housing estate, Stanmore. — _ 

Hathersage.—Derbys. E.C. propose kitchen 
and dining-room at C. of E. schools. 

Hull.—A. C. Blackmoore (L.) (Blackmore & 
Sykes), Ruskin-chbrs., Scale-la., is architect for 
cinema at Ferensway for Hull Cinemas, Ltd. 
Bass, Ratcliffe & Gretton, Ltd., Station-st., 
Burton-on-Trent, propose hotel at Gorton-rd. and 
Kingston-rd., Willerby. ; 

Jarrow.—Newcastle Breweries, Ltd., Hay- 
market, Newcastle-on-Tyne, propose hotel at 
junction of Roman-rd. and Calfhouse-la. 

Kenilworth.—U.D.C. to prepare plans for 110 
additional houses at Bulkington housing estate. 

Manchester.—1.C. approved: -Dining-room and 
kitchen at Green Mount school, Longsight-rd., 
Gorton, for E.C.; alterations to office block at 
Princess-st., for W. Pegge; canteen and 
offices to caterers at Heald-gr., Rusholme, for 
Smallman’s, 5 

Mexborough.—John Baker and Bessemer, Ltd., 
Kilnhurst Steel Works, propose extensions at 

50,000. Cm: 
Te ecneivanTyee.—T.- Hedley and Co., St. 
Mary’s-st., propose extensions to works. ; 

Newcastle-on-Tyne.—Northern Coachbuilders, 
Ltd., to erect workshop. Plans by Hetherington 
& Wilson, County-chbrs., Westgate-rd., New- 
castle. ne 
“Northampton.—R.C. authorities propose re- 
building Church of St. Gregory at Birchfield- 
d., East. j é 
; Nuneaton.—Clarkson’s (Engineers). Ltd., Mill- 


propose county 


propose police 


walk, propose extensions to works at King 
Edward-rd. E 
Ormskirk. — Lancs. E.C. propose county 


rimary school at Greetby-hill. a 
’ Otley.—U.D.C. approved: Additions at 
Bowling Green hotel, Bondgate, for Hammond’s 
Bradford Brewery Co., Ltd., Fountain Brewery, 
Manchester-rd., Bradford; alterations at 
Harrison’s Works, Leeds-rd., for William Eyres, 


Ltd. ere $ 

Preston.—Preston and District Disablement 
Advisory Committee propose factory for dis- 
abled persons at Deepdale Mill-st. 

Salford.—T.C. approved: Extensions to ware- 
house, West Howard-st., for F. S. Preston & 
Son (Earthenware), Ltd. ; extensions to premises, 
Broad-st., Pendleton, for William Timpson, 
Ltd., Empiric House, Great Ducie-st., Manches- 
ter 3. 

Seaham.—Factory to be established for M. 
Jackson & Son (Clothiers), Ltd., Neweastle-on- 
Tyne. . 

Shepshed.—Aircraft Spares and Repairs, Ltd., 
propose factory. 

Skelmersdale.—M.O.W. 
factory. ; 4 

Skipton.—West Riding E.C. propose school 
and playing fields at Cross Hills. 

Skipton.—R.D.C. approved in_principle lay- 
out providing for 78 houses at Beanlands site, 
Glusburn. : 

Stafford.—Staffs. E.C. propose first instalment 
of Stafford county primary school at Silkmore 
estate at £20,300. ? 

Stockport.—E.C. propose primary school at 
Grafton-st 

Stone.—Lotus, Lid., Sandon-rd., Stafford, pro- 
pose extensions to shoe factory. 

Stretford.—T.C. propose development of 153- 
acre site at Christie-rd., for houses ; M.O.W. pro- 
pose office block at Warwick-rd., South. 

Tipton.—T.C. approved: Additions to works 
at New-rd. for Babcock: & Wilcox, Ltd.; Pic- 
ture House (Princes End), Ltd., propose cinema 
at Newhall-st. 

Warrington.—B. Laporte, Ltd., chemical 
manufacturers, Luton, Beds,, propose develop- 
ment of site at Lower Walton between Chester- 
rd. and’ Acton Grange for factory. 

Warwick. — Warwickshire’ E.C. 
secondary modern school at south side. 


propose erection of 


propose 
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TENDERS 


* Denotes accepted. 

t Denotes provisionally accepted. 

t Denotes recommended for acceptance. 

§ Denotes accepted subject to modification. 

4 Denotes accepied by H.M. Government 

departments. 

Bakewell.—4 houses at Beeley and 2 pairs at 
Bradwell for R.D.C.: *W. A. Sheldon, Baslow, 
£4,900, and *Furniss and Hassall, Longstone, 
£5,041 (subject to M. of H. approval). 

Birmingham.—Farmhouse and improvements 
to existing farm buildings at Makiel Hall 
Farm, Wythall, for City Council: *H. H. 
Matthews, Birmingham-rd., Alvechurch, £3,318. 

Brighton.—58 Trusteel houses at Hollingbury : 
*Gorham (Contractors), Ltd.. 4, The Crescent, 
Goring-rd., Goring-by-Sea, Worthing, £79,309. 
(Amended paragraph.) 

Chesterfield.— Provision of lavatory block and 
alterations to existing premises at Violet Mark- 
ham school, for Derbyshire E.C.: *Frank Robin- 
son, Ltd., £2,179. 

Glasgow.—Erection of 200 2storey Weir 
Quality steel houses on various sites for the 
City Council: G. & J. Weir, Ltd., £245,000. Site 
works—direct labour (recommended). 

Hackney.—Erection of 2 houses and 4 flats 
(by the Chase Unit Construction method) on the 
Elderfield-rd. site, for the B.C.: Davis Estates 
Co., 314, High-rd., Tottenham, N.15. Est. cost, 
£7,900. 


Hartley Wintney.—7 houses at Phenix Green, 
for R.D.C.: *O’Hara & Elkins, £8,775 (subject 
to M.H. approval). 

Kingston-upon-Thames.—Works for B.C.. 9 
flats at Surbiton-rd: *Thorogood & Sons, Surbi- 
ton, £11,030; 14 flats at Balmoral-rd.: *Thoro- 
good & Sons, £10,842; 12 houses at Woodside- 
close: *Matthes, Ltd., 1-2, Poultry, London, 
E.C.2, £14,134 (all subject to M.H. approval). 

Liverpool.—Works off Long-la. for Ch. Gouldrei 
Fouchard & Co., Lid., W. T. Gunson & Son (F.), 
10, Marsden-st., Brown-st., Manchester 2: 
*William Moss & Son, Ltd., Roscoe-st., Liver- 
pool 1. 

Liverpool.—Works for T.C. Alterations and 
extensions to factory, No. 3, Edwards-la., Speke: 
*James Tomkinson & Co., Ltd., 22, Roscommon- 
st., Liverpool 5, £12,166; 150 flats at Brook 
House estate: tUnit Construction Co., Ltd., 9, 
Bentham-dr., Liverpool, £128,668 (subject to 
M.H. approval); alterations at administrative 
block “‘ K,” Belmont-rd. hospital: t{W. Lothian, 
Liverpool, £5,198; erection of lavatory accom- 
modation at Walton Hospital: tJ. & E. Aspinall, 
Liverpool, £1,361. 

Loddon.—4 pairs of Airey houses at Toft 
Monks, for R.D.C. Tayler & Green, of 10. North- 
parade, Lowestoft: *Moore (Builders), Ltd., 
Oak-st., Norwich, £11,041. 

€London (Admiralty).—Yeovilton, R.N. Air 
Station: Painting and decorating: Stansell & 
Son (Taunton), Ltd., Billet-st., Taunton, Somer- 
set.. 

©London (Air Ministry).—Contracts to value of 
£500 or over for week ended Mare) 29 :—Re 
decorations: Alfred Bagnall & Sons, Ltd., Lon 
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don, W.12. Painting work: Haymills (Contrac- 
tors), Ltd., London, W.5. 
‘London (M.0.W.).—Contracts placed _ by 
M.O.W. for week ended March 27 :—London: 
Wandsworth, B.C.2F., additional sites for Seco 
and Tarran houses, Kirk & Kirk, Ltd., Atlas 
Works, Putney, 8.W.15. Beds: Silsoe, Wrest 
Park, erection of structural steelwork at N.I.A.E. 
College, Boulton & Paul, Ltd., Norwich, Noriolk. 
Caernarvon: Modern Secondary - school, tempo- 
rary buildings, G. & T. P. Gregory, 24, High-st., 
Caernarvon. Durham: Washington U.D.C.2, 
sites for temporary houses, Geo. McCall, 
Ltd., Kirkside, New Herrington, Philadelphia, 
Durham. Essex: West Ham, Cave-rd. school, 
kitchen and dining-room, H. C. Horswill, Ltd.. 
182, Green-st., Forest Gate, E.7. Chipping 
Ongar school, additional classrooms, A. E. 
Symes, Ltd., 5, Coleman-st., E.C.2. Brentwood 
secondary school, additional classrooms, 8S. 
Cronin & Sons, Ltd., Britannia-rd., Warley, 
Brentwood. Hampshire: Southampton, C.B.19, 
site works and Arcon houses, W. T. Nicholls 
(Southern), Ltd., Tennyson-rd., Southampton. 
Kent: Orpington Post Office and Sorting Office, 
extension of garage and_ workshop, Halse & 
Sons, Ltd., 5, Chapel-hill, Woolwich, S.E.18. 
Lanarkshire: Cambuslang and Eddlewood, site 
works and Tarran houses, F. J. C. Lilley, 57/61, 
Meiklewood-rd., Glasgow, S.W.1. Lancs: Wigan, 
St. Mary’s R.C. school, hutted accommodation, 
D. A. Ableti & Son (1938). Lid., Sovereign-rd. 
Saw Mills, Wigan. Newton-le-Willows Grammar- 
school, kitchen and dining-rooms, J. Yearsley & 
Sons, Ltd., Fenton-st., St. Helens. Norfolk: 
Norwich, Avenue-rd. school, dining-room and 
scullery, R. G. Carter, Ltd., Drayton, Norwich. 
Blofield & Flegg, R.D.C.1, foundation and site 
works, Aluminium houses, W. Ames, Ltd., Dene 
Side, Gt. Yarmouth. Staffs: Smethwick, Devon- 
shire-rd. school, kitchen and dining-room, W. B. 
& F. J. Archer, Holyhead Works, Rookery-rd., 
Handsworth, Birmingham. Surrey: Richmond, 
B.C.3, additional sites for temporary houses, 
Lavender McMillan, Ltd.. 54, Cheam Common- 
rd., Worcester Park. Kingston, B.C.2, addi- 
tional sites for temporary houses, C. K. Davis, 
Ltd., Estate Office, Orchard Estate, Shepperton- 
on-Thames, Mddx. Sutton, Grove-rd., temporary 
Sorting office and garage, H. H. & F. Roll, 
Ltd., 7, Ashley-rd., Epsom. Chobham, Vicarage- 
rd., infants’ school, temporary school buildings, 
Smith Bros. (Builders), Ltd., Claremont Works, 
West Byfleet, Surrey. Susser: Brighton, White- 
hawk senior school, temporary buildings. Me- 
Kellar & Waterman, Ltd., 143, Church-rd., Hove. 
Midhurst, King Edward VII Sanatorium, new 
wing, Crosby & Co., Idd., Lion Works, Farn- 
ham. Newick, Adlington-rd., Church school, 
temporary building, Norman & Burt, 255. Lon- 
don-rd,, Burgess Hill, Sussex. Worcs: Dudley. 


St. Joseph’s-rd. school. temporary building, 
A. J. Crump & Sons, Ltd., Aston-rd., Dudley. 
dJakeman & Round. Hellier-st., Dudlev. Dudley, 


Wrens Nest school, kitchen and dining-room, 
Dudley, Priory school, scullery and dining-room, 
Jack Wistance, Ltd.. Leicester-bldgs., Bridge-st.. 
Walsall. Yorks: Sheffield, Meynell-rd. junior and 
secondary school, dining-room and _ scullery, 
D O'Neill & Son, Ltd., Solly-st., Sheffield, 1. 
Bentley, Toll Bar School, kitchen and dining- 
room, J. H. Gilbert, Lid., 15, Cemetery-rd., 
Doncaster. Barnoldswick, telephone exchange, 
Blakeley & Son, Ashdene, Greenberfield-In., 
Barnoldswick. Normanton modern senior school, 
kitchen and dining-room, J. H. Bhorpe & Son, 
Ltd., Grove House, Church-In., Normanton. 

Mansfield.—46 houses with reinforced concrete 
raft foundations at Bancroft-la. estate, for 
Housing Committee: *C. H. Hill & Sons, Ltd., 
Mansfield, £55,569. 

Newcastle-on-Tyne.—Further houses for City 
Council. KR. G. Roberts, City A. 12 at Blakelaw 
estate: *J. W. White (Shopfitters). Ltd.. Team 
Valley. Gateshead; 6 bungalows at Lanercost- 
dr.: *Rochester & Kirk, Lanercost-dr., New- 
castle-on-Tyne. 

North Witchford.—4 houses at Wimblington, 
for R.D.C.: *Cox & Sons, March, £5,082. 

Oswestry.—Conversion of Glentworth. Morda- 
rd., into nurses’ home for Oswestry Guardians” 
Committee : *J. Watkins, Bear-yard, Oswestry. 

Rochester.—24 houses facing St. Williams-way, 
for T.C.: *Direct labour, £26,893. 

St. Marylebone.— Demolition of trench shelters, 
for B.C.: $G. Wimpey & Co., Ltd., £3,568 (sub- 
ject to H.O. approval). 

Skipton.—12 houses at Collinge-rd., Cowling, 
for R.D.C.: *Sam Gott. Cowling. 

Stanley.—42 houses, for U.D.C.: *D. F. Mann 
& Sons, 10 at Lime Pit-la. estate, £9,810; *H. 
Smith & Sons, 32, £31,824. 

Staythorpe, nr. Newark.—Power station, for 
Derbyshire and Nottinghamshire Electric Power 
Co. Architect, T. Cecil Howitt (F.), St. Andrew’s 
House, Mansfield-rd., Nottingham: *Balfour, 
Beatty & Co., Ltd., 66, Queen-st., E.C.4. 

Stockport.—Extensions for practical room at 
Fylde Lodge High School for Girls, Mauldeth- 
rd.. Heaton Mersey, for E.C. L. Yates (L.), 
Boro’ Education Architect, Town Hall: *J. C. 
Ellison, Ltd., Woodford Green, £3,390. 

Sunderiand.—Primary infants’ school and 
kitchen dining-room at Hendon, for E.C.: 
tTDirect labour, £39,877 ad £6,214 respectively. 

Swanscombe.—62 ‘‘Easiform” houses, for 


F 
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U.D.C.: *Gough, Cooper & Co., Ltd., 19-21, 
Collingham-gdns., §.W.5, £79,251. 


Tynemouth.—100 houses at West Chirton “B” 
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site, for T.C. D. M. O’herlihy. *J. White (Shop- 
fitters), Ltd., Tegm Valiey. Gateshead (50); 
*J. H. Rogers, Regent-terr., North Shields (50). 

Ystradgyniais.—90 houses with road and 
sewers, etc., at Yniswen site, Penycae, for 
R.D.C. W. Edgar Evans, F.S.I., E. and &., 
Council Offices: *Dd. Davies & Son, Alltine, 
Pontardawe, Swansea, £138,000. : 

Wakefield.—Factory for M.O.W.: *W. Barber, 
52, Northgate, Pontefract. 


CHEMICALS FROM 


PETROLEUM 


USES IN BUILDING INDUSTRY 


Extensive plans for the manufacture 
of aiesniokie from petroleum — are 
announced by the Shell Petroleum Com- 
pany, Ltd. 

These plans include the building 
of new plant at Thornton-le-Moors, 
Cheshire; the extension of an existing 
lant at Shell’s specialised refinery at 
Stanlow, on the Manchester Ship Canal; 
the enlargement of an existing plant at 
Shell Haven, Essex. 

Petroleum, a mixture of hydrocarbons, 
and os from sterling sources, will 
be used both as a raw material and as 
fuel for operating the plant and the 
chemical products will be used for a 
variety of purposes in agriculture, 
engineering, building, shipping, ete. 

Indirectly, the building industry 
absorbs a considerable amount of the 
output of petroleum chemicals in the 
form of paints and lacquers for protec- 
tive and decorative purposes, but of 
direct interest to the building industry 
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is the protective action of the metallic 
naphthenates on timber. The copper and 
zine salts of naphthenic acid are 
efficacious in preserving new timber 
against the spores of dry rot and are used 
with success in preventing recurrence of 
rot after renewing affected floors. The 
petroleum chemical industry also pro- 
duces materials for the paint and allied 
industries. 


Modified P.A.Y.E. Scheme for Small 
Employer. 

Following the adoption by the Inland 
Revenue of Mr. J. Clayton’s modified 
P.A.Y.E. scheme as a_ permissible 
alternative to their own, Mr. Clayton, of 
Carlton House, Lower Regent-street, 
§8.W.1, informs us that he has now 
devised a further modification having 
regard particularly to the small employer, 
who has no expert staff to assist him, 
and designed primarily to show a fixed 
weekly deduction in the case of a fixed 
weekly wage. This modification has 
been submitted to the Inland Revenue, 
who have informed the author that the 
revised method may be used, cp | to 
the same conditions as those applied to 
the modified scheme. 
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